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Kim Ritchie 

MAA and the Community 

 

After a rainy night, the August Market was a remarkable success 
with the sun shining brightly for the morning. A good range of 
stallholders opened for business to be enjoyed by market pa-
trons. On a sunny morning, there is nothing better than the 
smells and sounds of the Murrabit Market and by all accounts it 
was a good one. 

Cr. Oscar Aertssen attended the last committee meeting. He 
visits each year to let us know what Council is up to. Items of 
interest this year were ongoing flood recovery work across the 
shire which includes almost $24 million in road damage, and 
progress on dealing with campers rubbish now that a new gov-
ernment is in place.  

The MAA doesn’t assume to speak on behalf of those directly 
affected, but it is appropriate to comment on the ‘bigger picture’.  
This has been done in a submission raising concerns to the po-
tential impact from land buy-backs included in the Lower Loddon 
Floodplain project has been forwarded to the Premier and Peter 
Walsh, along with Gannawarra Shire Council. The negative socio
-economic effect on the wider district and the potential exodus of 
residents from the area is of utmost concern. 

 Just as an example, there are currently 30 children attending the 
Murrabit Group School. We are also fortunate at Murrabit to have 
a vibrant playgroup with 11 families and 22 under 5 year old chil-
dren currently enrolled. We take great pride in the fact that over 
the last 10-15 years, Murrabit and district has defied the trend of 
many small rural communities by attracting and retaining young 
families.  

Just a quick calculation reveals that there are 20 pre-school and 
school aged children living in the Benjeroop/Murrabit West area 
defined as being included in the Lower Loddon Floodplain pro-
ject. The potential flow-on effect from the loss of any one of the-
se young families to the wider community rings alarm bells.  

In addition, there are close to 30 community groups operating in 
the Benjeroop/Murrabit/Myall area. Our social calendar is exten-
sive, our community support mechanisms strong and our ability 
up until this point to determine our own future has been well rec-
ognised. 

We strongly believe that there has been inadequate consultation 
with the wider community and that the future consequences of 
the Lower Loddon Floodplain project have not been duly consid-
ered. As a committee representing the community we will contin-
ue to advocate to ensure that existing residents have a choice to 
stay in the area and that support mechanisms are urgently put in 

place to protect the future viability and vitality of our community. 

On a sad note, the committee regrettably accepted the resigna-
tion of our Vice-President, Jamie Semmler. The Semmler family 
is a well-known local farming family from Benjeroop. They have 

three properties; all were hit hard by the floods. Jamie has resigned 
from the committee to focus on recovering their farming business 
from the floods and can be heard frequently on radio giving pro-
gress updates on issues being faced. We thank Jamie for his valua-
ble input over the years and sincerely hope that he will return to the 
committee at some stage in the future. 

I invite all members of the community to attend the MAA’s  Annual 
General Meeting which will be held on September 20 at 8pm at the 
Murrabit Golf Club. 

Hugh Webb, President 

Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb (President), 
Sandy Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), Gordon Yard, Les McKen-
zie, Narelle O’Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart Mason, and Ken Ben-
nett.   

Interested members of the community are encouraged to consider 
becoming a committee member.  Application forms are available by 
contacting Jodie Hartley or Sandi Semmler in the office Wed and 

Fri 10am to 4pm. 

BRIDGE MEMORABILIA FOR SALE 
 

Murrabit Bridge 85th Anniversary commemorative tea towels are availa-

ble through Busy Bees for $12. Also available are Anniversary souvenir 

booklets for $8.  

Through to, and including, the September Murrabit Market, the boards 

displaying the original construction drawings of the bridge will be availa-

ble for viewing, along with a great range of photographs taken by the 

construction team.  

The Murrabit Bridge is unique in construction. It was the first all steel 

construction bridge across the Murray between New South Wales and 

Victoria designed to carry both road and rail traffic. The bridge consists 

of two 90 feet (approx.. 28 metres) fixed spans and of one lift span. A 

novel lifting device enabled the bridge to be lifted by a winch in two and 

a quarter minutes by two men or in five minutes by one man. The Murra-

bit Bridge is a local icon that has served our community so well for the 

past 85 years. 



JACK DYER 

Hay carting and General Cartage also 
Rubbish Removal  

 

Phone: 5457 2223  
Mob: 0409 568124 

MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 
 

September - Playgroup 
October - Murrabit Group School 
November - Fire Brigade 
December - Available 
Christmas - Fire Brigade 

LINE DANCING CLASSES 
 

 

Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm  
in the Murrabit Hall.  
Beginners Welcome 

WHAT’S ON…... 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by 

Monday 19th September, 2011  
 

Information can be emailed (murrabit1@bigpond.com), 
 faxed or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free. Advertise from $5 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    August 18 
 

19 
*Playgroup 10am 
 
 

20 
*MFNC @Nullawil 
 

 

21 
 

22 23 
*Lions Club  
Dinner Meeting 

24 
*Murrabit Hall 
AGM 8pm 

25 
 

26 
*Playgroup 10am 
 

27 MFNC Final 
@Wandella 

 

28 *Community 
Fellowship Ser-
vice 11am  @ 
Uniting Church 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
*Senior Citizens 
 

September 1 
 

2 
*Playgroup 10am 
 
 
 

3  MURRABIT         
COUNTRY 
MARKET 
*MFNC @ Hay 

4 5 
*BMM Planning 
Meeting 7:30pm 

6 
 

7 8 
 

9 
*Playgroup 10am 

10 MFNC 
GRAND FINAL   
@ Ultima. 

 

11 
 

12  
*Heritage Group 
Meeting 7.30pm 

13 
*Lions Club  
Business Meeting 

14 
*Senior Citizens 
 

15 
 

16 
*Playgroup 10am 
 

17 

 

18 19 
 

20  
*MAA AGM 
*Murrabit Book 
Club 

21 
*Newsletter  
Printed 

22 23 
*Playgroup 10am 

24 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
 

Ph: 5457 2293  
Mob: 0408 500 988  

Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 

MURRABIT PUBLIC HALL  
Annual General Meeting 

 

Wednesday 24th August 2011 
@ 8pm 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Come along and support your hall! 



MURRABIT TRADING  LTD  
For Blue Ribbon Service  

Supplying all of your  
farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing 

needs. Hardware, work clothing and footwear.  

 Ph: 5457 2235 or 0409 405 720  
Fax: 5457 2221  

Email: murrabit@bigpond.com 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

OR Ryan 0439 362 466 

BENJEROOP HALL  
FOOTY TIPPING  
COMPETITION 

 

 
With only 3 rounds left in the tipping competition, 
it's another close race to the finish line again this year. 
Currently in first place, we have Michelle Carr and Rose 
Tibaldi on 120 points, followed by 5 tippers in second 
place on 118 and another 3 tippers in third with 117 
points. 
Prince William is 'third in line' for the wooden spoon on 
just 70 points!!! 
Other noteable tippers are; ABC presenter Kathy Bed-
ford on 95 points in 259th place, Mayor Max Fehring on 
94 points in 267th position,  Premier Ted Ballieu doing a 
little better on 107 points in 98th place and in 326th place 
with 87 points is AFL Legend Jim Stynes. 
How are you going?   
Results are posted after each round on the website. 

 

Website: www.benjeroop.com.au 
Follow us on Facebook >> 

www.facebook.com/benjeroop 
 

Results are posted on the website after each round. 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457-2225 

0407-865-276 or 0427-683-428 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

Come in and enjoy our wonderful range of locally 
made arts and crafts, plus lots of other goodies pro-
vided by some of our regular Market stallholders. All 
funds raised go back into developing the business 
and funding community projects including the 
heritage shelter in the Lions Park and new 
walking tracks. 
 
Trading hours are Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
plus Market mornings.  
 
Don’t forget Father’s Day – Sunday 4 September 2011. Mur-
rabit shirts, hats and stubby holders make a great practical gift 
for any dad.   

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 
Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  

  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

Our Wonderful Walking Tracks 
 
Please note that the new walking tracks at Murrabit 

are strictly for push bikes and walkers only.  

No motorised bikes/vehicles are permitted.  

Fines for damage of public property, liability for the 

cost of fixing the damage and jeopardizing the safety 
of other users of the track is possible. 

We hope that this community project will be used and 

enjoyed by all in the manner it was intended.   

A great deal of time, effort and 

funding has gone into to date. 
Projects such as the walking 

tracks are part of a program of 
works to provide opportunities 

for the whole community to 

enjoy. Community members 
observing mis-use of the walk-

ing tracks should report this to 
Gannawarra Shire Council and 

Victoria Police. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Another easy fundraiser for the Murrabit Group School is 

the ‘Pauls Collect a Cap’ promotion.   
Every cap you collect earns 10c for the school.   

Simply collect your caps and drop them into the  
school or the MAA office. 

Community support of our ‘Mighty Murrabit Group School’ 
is always greatly appreciated. 



 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

Ph. 5457 0304   

Mob. 0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

 

 

Bike Education 
Keep your eye out on the roads around 
town in the coming weeks as the year 3 – 
6 kids have begun training in Bike Educa-
tion with Sue. The grand finale of the train-
ing will be our big Bike Ed camp next term 
where we ride from Murrabit to Sue’s 
house in Gannawarra, camp overnight and 
then ride back again the next day.  

 

Athletics 
It’s Aths time again for schools. We have our own MGS Athlet-
ics Sports coming up on Tuesday August 30th. This will be fol-
lowed by the Rural School Aths in Kerang the following Tues-
day September 6th. We’d love to see you there! 
 

ES Month 
August is designated as ES Month in schools. ES stands for 
Education Support staff and we are so very lucky to have two 
of the very best here at Murrabit; Judi Ficken, our Business 
Manager, and Jeanette Coulter, our Integration Aide/Librarian. 
Judi and Jeanette do an outstanding job for our school, staff 
and children, doing many little extras that can easily go unno-
ticed and going well beyond the expected to help make our 
school a wonderful place for us all. If you get the chance, why 
not pop in and say thanks for a job so very well done! 
 

Circus Trip 
We were very fortunate to be invited to 
send some of our students to see Circus 
Quirkus in Bendigo last Friday night, topped 
off with a free meal from Maccas. The trip 
was fully sponsored by Bendigo and Kerang 
Lions in support of flood affected families.  
 

Music 

We have been delighted to welcome Angie 
Jones back into our school this term to con-
tinue her excellent work in Music.  
 

School Camp 
We have accepted the offer of the opportunity to take all of 
our students to a school camp in Queenscliff in the first week 
of next term, Oct 11 - 14. The venue is Cottage by the Sea 
and it caters for students of all ages with some wonderful out-
door and beach related activities run by camp staff. The camp 
is free to our students; it is supported through a flood relief 
grant to the camp, and sounds like a fabulously exciting week 
for our kids.  
 

My Grandma lived in Gooligulch 
On August 26th we have an exciting trip to Swan Hill to see a 
live performance of the book My Grandma Lived in Gooligulch 
which is being staged at the Town Hall. It should be a terrific 
experience. 
 

Pupil of the Week! 
Well done to Ben Maher, Carlie Maher, Willen Hartley, all of 
the P/1 class, William Archard, Joe Scott John Edgley, Makenzi 
Rosser, Becky Archard, Alister Semmler, Olivia O’Donoghue 
and Beth Edgley who all received Pupil of the Week awards 
over the past month. Keep up the great work! 
 

A thought for the month: 
 
‘Be content to act, and leave the talking to others.’ 
 

Neil. 

 

Murrabit Playgroup Inc. News… 
 

 SESSIONS Playgroup is currently held every Friday 
from 10am-12noon. It is a fantastic opportunity for 
parents, under school aged children, toddlers and 
babies to get together each week, enjoy a cuppa, so-
cialise and participate in a wide variety of various 
activities. ALL are welcome so if you would like to 
come along, please bring a piece of fruit. There is 
a membership levy of $25 that covers insurance with 

Playgroup Victoria.   
 

FRIENDS OF MURRABIT PLAYGROUP 
Thankyou to our "friends" so far 
this year which include: Murrabit 
Promotions Committee, Jill Suther-

land, John & Glenis Danson, Hugh & 
Judy Webb, Gordon & Judy Yard, Tony 
& Deb Cartwright, Ray & Judy Teas-

dale, Dick & Cres Walters, Terry & Faye 
Morton, Joan Woodier, Ray & Betty McNeil, Kath & Al-
lan Archard, Bill & Shirley McGregor, Melva Lane, 
Murrabit Trading Ltd, Allan & Christine McCallum, 
O’Brien Sawmills and Les McKenzie and Lisa Petrie.  
If you are interested in becoming a "Friend" please 
contact Jo for more details.  
CAKE STALL Thank you to all who supported our stall 
(whether it be through baking or making a purchase 
on the day ) at the August market we raised just un-
der $400. 
 

Any queries can be directed to Bec Billing on 5457 
2376 or Jo Yard on 5457 2450. 

Murrabit Football and Netball Club!!  

 

With the home & away rounds completed the 

football club has again navigated all four foot-

ball teams in to the finals.  The club has been 

fortunate to do this on many occasions over 

the years, which is undoubtedly a testament of 

the hard work done by all involved at the club.  

Our senior team has been outstanding all year with only the 

one loss and has a very good chance of taking out the prem-

iership.   

The netballers have had a good season also with all 3 senior 

grade teams undefeated and on top of their respective ladders.  

A great achievement by all concerned.   

Finals will be held at Nullawil, Wandella, Hay and the Grand 

Final at Ultima on the 10 th of September.  Other dates to note 

are that our Vote count day will be on Sunday the 11 th followed 

by Presentation Night on Friday the 16 th at the complex.  For 

further information please contact Scott McNeil or Charlie Gil-

lingham.  

All the best to our teams in the finals.  CARN THE BLUES!!!  



Murrabit Senior  Citizens  
 

Senior Citizens meet  
fortnightly from 1:30pm at the 

Murrabit Public Hall.  
August 31st, Sept 14th & 28th  

 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME  
Secretary: D Monk 5457 2215  

Benjeroop – Myall – Murrabit 
Community Planning Group 

 

Next Meeting: Monday 5 September 2011 at the MAA office 
commencing at 7:30pm.  

Everyone is most welcome to attend. 

The slab has been poured for the new BBQ shelter at the Myall 
Hall. This project will be completed prior to the proposed “Home 
is where the Hall is” event on 30/31 October. 

Work to install the walking tracks at Murrabit is well underway 
with further works proposed over the coming months. These 
tracks are a community project designed to improve outcomes for 
our community as well as opportunities for the thousands of visi-
tors coming into our town each year. We are so excited by the 
positive feedback, the pride community members have expressed, 
and the use the walking tracks are receiving. Could we ask that this 
pride extend throughout the community so that all can enjoy these 
facilities.  

We are awaiting an outcome to an application to the federal gov-
ernment for the Murrabit community precinct project. This pro-
ject includes a heritage centre, multi-purpose room and new mar-
ket and community storage facilities.  

Pursuing a suitable stormwater system for Murrabit is on the agen-
da as is additional works to town entrances, Miss Keats Park at the 
bridge, and subdivision of land at Murrabit. We are also continual-
ly looking for funding for program based activities to add addi-
tional appeal to the Murrabit Market. 

Funding is being provided through the group’s event budget to 
support the School Holiday Activity Day scheduled for Friday 7 

October and we are working with the Gannawarra Library Service 
and Murrabit Playgroup to ensure that this is a successful day. 

The Community Planning Group has had Flood Recovery on its 
agenda since March and a range of support has been provided to 
the wider community as a result. Six months out from the floods 
and with government land buy backs being implemented in the 
Murrabit West/Benjeroop area, there is a great deal of concern 
about the potential for an exodus of residents from the area and 
the flow-on effects this will have to our communities. We have, 
and will continue to, advocate for a range of support to help our 
communities cope with this potential change so as to ensure that 
our communities remain vibrant and viable into the future.   

Community members are encouraged to put themselves forward 
to be involved in the community planning group as the more 
heads around the table, the greater the discussion and sharing of 
ideas and the more that can be achieved.  

For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette Coulter 5457 2331 
(AH), Secretary Narelle OõDonoghue 5457 2264 (AH), or Councilõs Com-
munity Development Officer, Stuart Patterson at the Shire on 5450 9333. 

Community Fellowship Service  
At the Murrabit Uniting Church  

 

Next  Service  will be held 28th August  
commencing at 11.30am  

 

~ALL WELCOME~ 

MURRABIT FOOTBALL CLUB 
www.murrabitfc.vcfl.com.au 

Proud to be level 3 Good Sports Accredited Club 
 

BIG DRAW RESULTS 
 

DRAW 1:   DRAW 2: 
$600 - Donna Borley  $600 - Jo & Peri Saunders 

$300 - Dain Hayes  $300 - Lauren & J.D. 

$100 - Brett Parkes  $100 - Ricky Maher 
 

DRAW 3:   DRAW 4: 

$600 - Penny & John Pay $600 - Isaac Saunders 

$300 - Alec Harvey  $300 - Donna Borley 

$100 - Peter Cordina  $100 - MFC Netball Trip 
 

DRAW 5:   DRAW 6: 

$600 - I & D McKnight $600 - D & M McNeil 

$300 - Brett Engi  $300 - Dave Millard 

$100 - P & A McDonald $100 - Nick Jarman 
 

DRAW 7:   DRAW 8: 

$600 - Nick Jarman  $600 - Paul Saunders 

$300 - J & G Danson $300 - Ron & Judy McKerrow 

$100 - S & K Hunter  $100 - Melva Lane 

SPRING MARKET / 
CAR BOOT SALE 

Sunday 18th September, 2011 

8.30am - 2.00pm 
 

Apex Park, Punt Road, Koondrook  
Come and enjoy a delicious 
Devonshire Tea or grab a 
bite to eat from the BBQ.  

 

Stalls include cakes, 
clothing, crafts, plants, produce, 
wine tasting, bric-a-brac, redgum 

products, gifts and much, 
much more. 

 

Entertainment by Kim Ritchie 
 

For site bookings please contact Bill or 

Christine on 03 5453 3480 or 0404 835 384 or 

email gonefishin2527@bigpond.com  
 

Hosted by the Barham Koondrook Mens Shed. 

Site fees $15  



Advertisement 
 

PETER WALSH MLA 
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF 

 PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTING SWAN HILL 

ELECTORATE 
274 Campbell Street 
SWAN HILL   3585 

 

Phone 5032 3154 
Fax   5032 9483 

 

Please feel free to contact my office if I can be of help 
with matters concerning the State Government or any 
of its departments. 

Authorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585 

 

aǳǊǊŀōƛǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ DǊƻǳǇ 
 

Next Meeting – Monday 12 September 2011 
7:30pm at the MAA office. 

 

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Monday 
10 October 2011 in the Murrabit Hall. Please note this 
date in your diary now. Bruce Anderson, author of 
Ploughshares and Propellers has agreed to speak at the 
AGM about the process of collecting personal stories to 

compile a history book.  
 

Flood Project: The heritage 
group has successfully applied 
for $5,000 through the Victorian 
Flood Recovery Fund to develop 
a book and DVD to capture sto-

ries, photographs, paper clippings, television items, local 
stories, and any other information on the floods. Infor-
mation around the community response and support, 
water levels, maps, and family stories about previous 
floods, etc. are also important to capture. For those who 
would rather tell than write, please let us know and we 
can come to you.  
 

Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA 
office or Narelle’s email address can be used to forward 
digital photos, stories, etc. email: 
burrpark@bigpond.com.  

 

CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴƛƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
bŀǊŜƭƭŜ hΩ5ƻƴƻƎƘǳŜ ƻƴ рпрт ннсп !IΣ ƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ƛŎƪ 
²ŀƭǘŜǊǎ рпрт ннутΦ 

Murrabit General Store  
Debbie & Tony 
Ph: 5457 2204 

 

tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜΣ DǊƻŎŜǊƛŜǎΣ DŀǎΣ 
.ƻǧƭŜ {ƘƻǇΣ Iƻǘ tƛŜǎΣ 

{ŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎΣ Iƻǘ CƻƻŘΣ 
LŎŜ ϧ /ƻũŜŜ 

hǇŜƴ т 5ŀȅǎ ŀ ²ŜŜƪ 

 
 
 
 

Murrabit Group School is participating in the Woolworths ‘Earn & Learn’ promotion.  Simply collect the  
‘earn & Learn’ section at the bottom of your Safeway dockets and drop them at the school or into the box 

provided at the Murrabit Store.  We don’t need the entire docket. 
From July 18th to September 18th 2011, you’ll earn one Woolworths Earn & Learn point for every $10 you 

spend in store. 
When the 9-week program ends, our school can redeem points for a choice of more than 7,000 education-

al resources including library books, classroom equipment, art & craft materials and much, much more. 
Your help with this easy fundraiser will be much appreciated. 

 

Murrabit Playgroup Inc. 
School Holiday Activity Day 

 

Murrabit Playgroup is very excited to invite children aged 3 and over 

to a day of fun activities.  
 

Friday 7 October 2011 

10am to 2pm 

Murrabit Hall 
 

Activities will be provided by the Gannawarra Library Service.  
 

Three sessions will run on the day with each session costing only a 

gold coin donation:  
 

10am – Session 1 

Interactive Storytime and Noodle Art for ages 3 ð 8 

Walking to the Murrabit Bridge for ages 8 and over  
 

11:30am – Session 2  

Sand Art for ages 8 and over   

Colouring for ages 3 - 8 plus a walk and play in the park  
 

1pm – Session 3 

Games Galore for all ages   
 

Each family need only bring a small plate of snack food or fruit to 

share at snack breaks, drink bottle for each child plus a gold coin 

donation for each session attended. A free BBQ lunch will be provided 

in the Lions Park.  
 

Parents are more than welcome to come along and join in the fun with 

their children or drop them off and have a few hours of quiet time 

without them!  
 

Murrabit Playgroup parents and friends will be assisting with supervi-

sion on the day.  
 

To enable supplies to be purchased, bookings are essential. 

Contact Playgroupõs Secretary/Treasurer Jo Yard 5457 2450, or 

President Bec Billings 5457 2376 for bookings or further information.  
 
This event is an outcome of the Murrabit Community Plan and is funded through the 

Benjeroop/Murrabit/Myall Community Planning Group. 






