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MAA and the Community

CAROLS BY TORCHLIGHT
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% As the year comes to an close, as chairman of the MAA
= I would like to thank those many helpers and support-

5ers who have contributed to the operation and

= of what is an integral and important business in our 5

gcommunlty

2 The list of projects and achievements for the year is
2 quite a long one, most of this list is printed in the Annu-

S al Report and covered progressively in the “Mu

=

5 minutes and will involve Mr Walker accessing t

s trol unit and the collection/ pump pressure sewer unit.

5 There will be no charge for this calibration serv

= Those who are yet to connect, a reminder, the

§ for accessing the interest free loan with repayments
5 over five years for the cost of connecting is 1 April 2012.

5

2 ie unit needs to be installed, invoices received

S plication lodged with LMW prior to 1 April 2012.

with some interesting projects ahead.

Hugh Webb, President
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2 Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb (P

§ Sandy Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), Gordon Yard, Les

2 McKenzie, Narelle O’Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart
3 and Ken Bennett.

2 available by contacting Jodie Hartley or Sandi Semmler in the

2 office Wed and Fri 10am to 4pm.
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I The MAA would like to-wish yow all o
yy “MERRY CHRISTMAS”

2 And o safe and prosperous New Year.
A
ry

-

£ MURRABIT WASTEWATER & SEWERAGE UPDATE
= Beginning Monday 19 December 2011, Mr Mark Walker
2 will be visiting each installed unit and calibrating the

= control settings. This should take approximately 30

Congratulations to everyone on a productive and suc-
cessful year and all the best for Christmas and in the
year ahead. The MAA is looking forward to a busy 2012

2 Interested members of the community are encouraged to con-
§ sider becoming a committee member. Application forms are

December 18th, 2011
@ 7:30pm at the Murrabit Hall

Gold Coin Donation
Entertainment by Allen Bowers
Children invited to play along with Bells & Shakers

progress 2

Ladies a plate of supper please

ALL WELCOME
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MURRABIT FIRE BRIGADE
Christmas Party

Calling all brigade members, families and
community members
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Christmas get-together
Sunday 18™ December 2011
Murrabit Fire Station

11am onwards for a BBQ lunch
(Hopefully Santa will be able to join us after
lunch!)

ice as it

deadline

and ap- Thanks everyone for ongoing support and assistance

to the Murrabit Fire Brigade throughout 2011.
If you can’t make it—
“Merry Christmas!!”

MURRABIT COUNTRY

Sat December 17t+h 2011
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resident),
) Live entertainment with
Vason Don Costa
E 8.30am - 1pm. Phone: 5457 22085
FLrst Satwrday) of Every) Mowuth raim,. hatl or shime!
I Free Entry Dogs Strictly Prohibited

¥ 3
¥ §
¥ §
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¥ §
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¥ §
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School Concert

Keep this date free! Our end of year concert will be held
next Tuesday December 20" at 6:30pm. Bring a plate
to share.

End of Year Good byes

Well who would believe it? The end of

the school year (and Christmas) just a

few days away! The year seems to

have flown! We'll all be sad to see a

couple of fantastic kids in Jack Chique

and Becky Archard leaving us to head

off to secondary school, although I

know that they’ll have a great time when they get there.

We’'re also really going to be sad as Miss Pensini will
be making the move back to Bendigo to teach. Erin has
been a truly wonderful member of our staff. She has
many outstanding qualities; full of enthusiasm, dedicat-
ed, well-organised, thoughtful, caring, supportive and
friendly. We’'ll all miss her very much. I'd like to say a
very special thank you to Erin for all the time, effort and
care that she has given to us and | know that you will
join me in wishing her all the very best for the future.

The New Building

Another step forward, another step closer! The tender
process for our building project has officially opened and
will close in the last week of January. Hopefully it will be
all smooth sailing from here on with work to start early in
February 2012.

And Welcome

We have been extremely lucky, after an exhaustive in-
terview process, to be able to appoint Miss Hayley Rob-
inson to fill our Graduate teaching position next year.
Hayley is a local to the area and comes with glowing
references from each of the schools in which she has
worked. Hayley spent the final Prep Transition day with
us to meet and get to know our students, especially our
new Preps.

School Council and Parents & Friends

I would like to congratulate these two groups for their
outstanding work and support of our school again this
year. Their willingness to give their time, effort and care
are vital in helping to make our school the special place
that it is for our children.

Our School Council and Parents & Friends Club play
such an important role in our school and the opportuni-
ties that we can offer to our children. Let’'s hope that they
are always such a strong, vibrant and lively part of our
school community.

Canberra I~ ~ | - —1
Becky Archard had a fantastic s I
week in Canberra with around ninety other students from
local schools in the Kerang area. She had some very
interesting stories to share when she arrived back.

Mural

The artwork for the School mural project is finished and
the results, which are so vibrant and full of colour, look
fantastic! Each student has completed two copies of their
painting; one will form part of the mural for display in the
town, the other set will be used as a colourful display in
our new school building next year. They will also be part
of an exhibition in the Kerang Library during the school
holidays.

Prep Transition
Our Prep transition program ended last week. Jessie, Em-
mity, Kate, Clancy, Willow, Thomas and Dylan spent the
full day with Miss Pensini, who has
given them such a welcoming introduc-
tion to our school, and Miss Robinson,
who will be guiding them in their first
year. We're all looking forward to hav-
ing this entertaining group with us in
Prep next year.

Book Fair

We held our. Thanks to everyone who
made annual Book Fair on Dec 2™
such a very successful afternoon. Over $1300 worth of
books were sold and our school will receive $150 credit
from Collins Books in Swan Hill to help keep our school
library stocked with the latest and best books.

Thought for the holidays:

‘A friend is one of the nicest things you can have, and one
of the best things you can be.’

Finally, to everyone who has helped or supported our
school this year; THANK YOU!

Have a great Christmas
and a wonderful New Year! Me VVY

Net hristrmas

“KARAOKE?”

2 Course Buffet Dinner
$25 per head Adult
$10 per head Children

“NEWYEARS EVE?”

December 31st 7:30pm
Bookings necessary for
Catering purposes
Phone: 03 5457 2204




Benjeroop — Myall — Murrabit BENJEROOP HALL CHRISTMAS PARTY & FAR
Community Planning Group

Next Meeting: Monday 6 February 2012 at the MAA office commgnc
7:30pm. Everyone is most welcome to attend.

n Saturday night we had the annual Benjeroop Hall Christmas
Party. It was a night of highs and lowsSanta paid us a visit, mak

i ) tthe D b fina § g lcation for funds t ing an entrance on a Harley Davidsont he r ei ndeer|fos
iscussions at the December meeting focused on an application for funds to L . | .
upgrade playgrounds at the Murrabit Lions Park, Recreation Reserve and taking it easy before the big day!All our local children must have

Myall Hall. Jane Burge, Gannawarra Shire Flood Recovery Officer was also in been good this year because there were presents and lollies ga
attendance and a Community Activity Plan for the coming six months was lore. We were all very lucky to see him.

reviewed. Our area will benefit from a number of events throughout the first But of course, the night was also a farewell to eleven of our bea
half of 2012. More details in the New Year. ful families who will be leaving us

Community members are encouraged to put themselves forward to be in- soon. Many tears were shed and

volved in the community planning group as the more heads around the table, although there is still bitterness

the greater the discussion and sharing of ideas and the more that can be that people have been left with nek

achieved. choice but to leave, overall most f# 5 i

For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette Coulter 5457 2331 (AH), are trying to look forward into the™§ ‘ﬂv
Secretary Narelle O’'Donoghue 5457 2264 (AH), or Council's Community De- new year. We hope that for thosef
velopment Officer, Stuart Patterson at the Shire on 5450 9333. leaving, Benjeroop will always ho

a special place in their hearts and

BRI DG EM EMORAB| LIA FOR SAL that they will want to stay in touch.They will always be welcome.

It was also so fantastic to see such huge support for our little co|
Murrabit Bridge 8#\nniversary commemorative tea towel munity and we thank everyone for thatMax Fehring, our fearless

available through Busy Bees for $12. Also available are leader and Mayor of the Gannawarra Shire came to share a mef
sary souvenir booklets for $8. Through to, and including, amongst friends and presented gifts on behalf of the Benjeroop

tember Murrabit Market, the boards displaying the original community to all those leaving.We thank him for always being a

struction drawings of the bridge will be available for viewi tower of strength and support for all of those he leads.

with a great range of photographs taken by the constructi

The bridge is unique in construction. It was the first all st SPREAD THE WORD ~ BENJERdOPS
struction bridge across the Murray between New South

Victoria designed to carry both road and rail traffic. The b
consists of two 90 feet (approx.. 28 metres) fixed spans a
|span. A novel lifting device enabled the bridge to be Iiftec:l
winch in two and a quarter minutes by two men or in five

Our website has been updated! The whole buy back scheme a
everything that as happened over the past 12 months can be prit-
ty confusing. We've tried to tell the story and explain the best I
can why the floods didn't destroy Benjeroop but the governmentjs
d|trying to. Please take a look and spread the word.

We're not giving up without a fight!

s J[Website ~ www.benjeroop.com.au
Murra blt Genera | tore £ J|Facebook ~ www.facebook.com/savebenjeroop

Debbie & Tony ) I e —
Ph: 5457 2204 (@a} Pttt it it e Ut ]
L S S ”’ﬁ; o
_ _ “a» :. MURRABIT TRADING LTD =
= Post Office, Groceries, Gas, Bottle (@// £ For Blue Ribbon Service &@‘:
" Shop, Hot Pies, Sandwiches, Hot Food, ~=—— Z;g Supplying all of your z%
Ice & Coffee P mg farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing &@:
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THOMSON PLUMBING ;‘@ SCOTT MCNEIL ‘@
(Formetly Gary Napier Plumbing) ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR  “&¢ ¢

i 918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579
Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310 ({4 . , Ph. 5457 0304 e
i
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WHAT’S ON......

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
December 15 (16 17
*Playgroup 10anf MURRABIT
COUNTRY
MARKET
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
*Carols by *School Concert *Last Day of
Torchlight 6.30pm start School
7:30pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
CHRISTMAS | BOXING DAY | Public Holiday
DAY Public Holiday
January 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
NEW Public Holiday MURRABIT
YEARS COUNTRY
DAY MARKET
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
*Lions Club *Benjeroop Murg
Business Meetin
*Benjeroop Murg
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
*MAA Committeq *Benjeroop Murg *Newsletter
Meeting Printed
*Newsletter *Benjeroop Murg
Deadline
»zoxoxovaox»xoxoXoxoxoxoxoXoXoXoX»XoXoXoXoX»XoXoXoXoXOXOXOXOXOXQXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX'X'Xﬁ'X’X’X’X’X’X’X’{*
ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVIN $§  MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER a
Specialising in w Christmas - Fire Brigade (S
Irrigation layout also Ploughing, % January - Taken S
Smudging & Ripping & February - Playgroup ‘ (3

m
Pat
»20}9{0vaox»xoxoXoxoxoxoxoXoXoXoX»XoXoXoXoX»XoXoXoXoXOXOXOXOXOXQXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX'X'Xﬁ'X’X’X’X’X’X’X’d

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875

OR Ryan 0439 362 466 | :Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd E
Greg Maher
] JACK DYER .: 20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC
: Hay carting and General Cartage also : § Ph: 5457 2293 H
[ ] [ ]

: Rubbish Removal : E Mob: 0408 500 988 E
: Phone: 5457 2223 : L Licence no: VIC - 1:8:);NSW - 21506:(;
I Mob: 0409 568124 I IS NN NN NN NN NN NN NN
1 1t NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

'X*XOX’X*XOXOXOX’X*XOXOX*XOXOXOX’X’XOXOXOXOX*XOXOX*XOX*XOXOX*XOXOXOXOX*XOXOX*XOX’X’XOXOXOXOXOXOX’X’XOXOEXOXOEXOXOEX*EXOXOX'?};:
K3

Nosthewn Line D

P.:

Pal

Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm i

To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by

Monday 16th January, 2012
Information can be emailed (murrabitl@bigpond.com),

in the Murrabit Hall. faxed or posted through the door.
Beginners Welcome Community interest info is freé\dvertise from $5
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Mural Painting at Benjeroop Hall

Come along on any of the following datedbetween
10am and 3pmto work on the Benjeroop community
mural with artist Caroline Ellis:

Tuesday January 10
Wednesday January 11
Tuesday January 17
Wednesday January 18

whenever it suits.

children between 10am and 11am.

drinks $1 from the fridge.
Everyone welcome.

451 or Narelle OdDonoght

NO DOGS ALLOWED ~ NOT EVEN ON A LEAD!
Locals know this; visitors can’t read. No one can watch their
dog all the time while you walk around. You may prevent your
dog from running about and tangling its lead, but probably you
can't prevent it from snapping, tugging and while you are ex-
amining goods, prevent if from lifting its leg on a
bag of vegetables or any other item on display.
Though the dog may be very obedient, the owner
cannot foresee all that could happen.

Hence the ban. Not even carried.

Jill Sutherland
Ed. Of course guide and assistance dogs are allowed.

C00000000000000000000000000000090

§ “Busy Bees of Murrabit”

: Lots of local children again enjoyed our special kid's

# Christmas shopping night on 12 December. This was the -

: sixth annual event and it is always a great time. The kids

¢ love being independent and selecting, wrapping and o, 0

: tagging their special purchases. ve, .
. Last opening prior to Christmas R

: Friday 23 December (10am to 4pm)

*

Lover range of unique Christmas gifts available.

0 Trading hours for January will be Wednesday and Fridays 10am to
< o 4pm. If you have family or friends up over the holiday season and
0 are looking for something to do why not bring them in for a browse.
< We are very pleased to announce that the heritage information
0 shelter in the Lions Park is now finished and will be officially un-
, < veiled at the Australia Day breakfast on 26 January.

00000000000000000000000000000

0 Busy Bees of Murrabit is operated by the Murrabit P&on

¢ Committee. Please contact Jodie in the MAA office 5%5
eNarell e O6Donoghue 5457

* Leahy 5457 2368 for bookings or further information. :

, Busy Bees wishes everyone in the community a great Chr

: mas and New Year. ’
000000000000 0000600000600000000000000

No ongoing commitment necessary. Just turn upj

On each day, Caroline will conduct a special activity fof great place to live. Camping,

Bring along food for the day and wear old clothes. Sofff

For more details contact Caroline Ellis on PH: 0408 50

Community Mural Projects for
Murrabit and Benjeroop.

Over fourth term, Murrabit
Group School children have
been working with Mystic Park
artist and photographer, Caro-
line Ellis, on a community mural.
This week was the last session
and the children are very proud
of the finished product. Each :
child has produced a 30 x 30cm __ 3

mural on what makes Murrabit a )

fishing, market, river, wildlife,
farming, boating, bike riding, G
and people helping each other
are some of the themes. Once
these murals are glazed and baked they will be combined with a
toryboard and put on display at the front of the Murrabit Lions
ark. A special unveiling event will take place once school re-

f sumasthext Febriang © 4 -

Two sessions have so far been held at Benjeroop where a large
3.4 x 1.2 metre mural depicting how the Loddon, Little Murray
and big Murray all merge together at Benjeroop. If you missed
the first two sessions, it’s not too late to get involved.

Dates for mural painting sessions at the Benjeroop Hall: January
10, 11, 17 and 18 between 10am to 3pm. Just turn up whenever
it suits.
—w Because this is
.y during the  holi-
\ ‘/‘%'fg days, Caroline is
. conducting a spe-
cial activity for
children between
10am and 11am
on each day. Par-
ticipants can then
stay on if they
wish to work on the big mural. Bring along food for the day and
wear old clothes. Soft drinks $1 from the fridge.
This art project provides community members with a fantastic
opportunity to not only work with a professional artist but also to
have a fun, social time along the way. You don’t have to be ‘arty’
to be involved as Caroline will
guide the process and provide the &
know-how to produce a mural that
the community will be proud to put
on display for all to enjoy.

The Benjeroop and Murrabit mural
projects are being funded by the g
Murrabit Promotions Committee ¢t
using a grant received from the '
Victorian Flood Recovery Fund.  ©

For more details contact Caroline | \
Ellis on PH: 0408 500 451 or
Narelle O’'Donoghue 5457 2264.




Murrabit and

The heritage group has finished meeting for the year.
Meetings will resume on 13 February 2012.

The first activity for 2012 will be to install new signage at Miss
Keats Park (near the bridge). A new entrance
sign will be erected as well as a plaque to '
commemorate Miss Margaret Keats as a sig- [«
nificant Australian woman. This will be done in
conjunction with the Lions Club Australia Day
breakfast.

Flood Project: The heritage group received
funding through the Victorian Flood Recovery
Fund to develop a book and DVD to capture
stories, photographs, paper clippings, television items, local 1
stories, and any other information on the floods. This project is 1
due to be completed in June 2012. It is important to capture this I
information now before it all becomes a distant memory.

|
Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA office or .
Narelle’s email address can be used to forward digital photos, I
stories, etc. email: burrpark@bigpond.com. :
Further information available by phoning Secretary Narelle |
O’Donoghue on 5457 2264 AH, or President Dick Walters 5457 I

2287.
|
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CR & CA Thompson

Fencing Contractors !
%

Specialising in all types of farm
fencing.
Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries. %
(03) 5457 -2225 %
0407 -865-276 or 0427 -683-428 m%
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Advertisement
PETER WALSH MLA
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF
PARLIAMENT
REPRESENTING SWAN HILL

ELECTORATE

274 Campbell Street

SWAN HILL 3585

Phone 5032 3154
Fax 5032 9483

Please feel free to contact my office if | can be of help
with matters concerning the State Government or any

of its departments.
Authorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585
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The Murrabit Community would 0
like to wish all families leaving
the Benjeroop community. All
the best for the future,
Thankyou for everything that
each of you has done over the
years to make our community the
special place it is.
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¥ 3 tinishin Swan Hill. As the campers arrived Normie would tell thdm

Istones. Normie would stay at the gate all day.

BELLAMY TWINS

Some of the |l ocals maybelimmgnd
and Normie Bellamy.

They have been coming to Murrabit for about 27 years. They
would follow the picking season from NSW down into Victoria. Hor
many years they would arrive in Murrabit to pick oranges for the
Billings family.

When they were younger, they paddled in the Murray River Mar
thon for many years. They were recognised by the Red Cross f]r
the money they had raised. Each year they would travel To-
cumwal to encourage some of the paddlers and their land crew:[)
stay the last night at the Murrabit Recreation Reserve as the corj-
petitors left from the Murrabit Bridge the next morning for the

where to camp and keep an accurate count of the numbers with

The tWirB retired on turning 65 but they would still come back to
Mu€fabit each year, always in time for the football finals.

They were very good unofficial caretakers of the Rec. Reserve, By
helpingl ta keep the area clean, tidy, watering the young trees

il (@emringvout several lawn mowers).
% 9 l;mmy had a stroke mie2011, he was taken to Swan Hill Hospita

I Normie became ill while visiting his brother so he was admitted

(Which are big trees now) and mowing around everywhere

too. They are 82 years old and were transferred to a retirement
village near Newcastle, where they are living happily, sometimes
going fishing nearby.
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MURRABIT MIXTURES
COOKBOOK

Here’s another recipe from the “"Murrabit Mixtures

CookBook” to help you get inspired to do some

Christmas Cooking!!
Avail abl e

o O8 (0L (O (R (R (0]

Now for jusg
Y

MOIST ORANGE CAKE
Chop up 1 orange, remove pips. Blend orange, @
peel and all. Melt 185g butter. Add to orange in 9
blender, blend. Add 3 eggs, blend, add 1 cup cas- 9
tor sugar, blend. Pour into mixing bowl. Sift 1 9
1/2cups SR flour into mix. Fold in together. Line
cake pan with baking paper. Pour in mix. Spread 9
evenly. Bake in moderate oven 45-50mins. Makes
large cake.
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Jacqueline Jenkins (nee Vistarini)
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Are you FireReady? = .
PREPARE.ACT.SURVIVE. M'ﬂ"@l—nmm‘;

CFA's Home Bushfire Advice Service offers personalised,

tailored advice delivered at your property by trained Fire Safe-
ty Officers.

FIND OUT

I Your level of bushfire risk

9l Fire hazards on your property and how to manage them
How to develop a Bushfire Survival Plan so you family knows
what to do on high risk fire days.

RECEIVE

One-on-one individual advice about:
Property maintenance to help lower your bushfire risk
Property access

Improving defendable space
Vegetation management
Water supply requirements

= =4 =4 -4 -8 -9

Your personal capacity to cope with
fire.

You'll also receive a confidential written

report and peace of mind knowing how to
make your home Fire Ready.

This service is free and offered year round.
Appointments take approximately one hour, depending on
your requirements.

Call the Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240

667

CFA




