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Now a year has passed since the mighty flood and an often 
asked question is “how is everyone getting on out there?”  Well, 
who can answer that?  For some the effect of it all is profound 
and life changing and the final assessment wont be known for a 
long time to come.  It would be fair to say we are far from ready 
for another one yet. 
The recovery of pasture and the performance of crops in many 
cases on flooded land has been a positive outcome.  A survey 
of some of these farms recording the growth results has been 
done and these comments will be put together in a journal and 
posted in the archives for future reference.  The amazing 
growth in most instances surprised most and is something to be 
remembered.  
New Committee Member 
We were delighted to endorse the nomination of Kelly Nicholson 
for the MAA committee at our recent meeting– welcome along 
Kelly.  We hope that you will find the MAA as a worthy involve-
ment for your energy, your talents will be of great value and we 
look forward to your part in our friendly fraternity. 
Murray River Canoe Marathon 
We have seen considerable changes in the marathon this time 
with a new sponsor (YMCA instead of Red Cross).  Our interest 
is in the official stopover which is also undergoing change.  Mur-
rabit has an excellent case for the stopover and has always 
done a great job catering for it through the Lions Club and Rec. 
Reserve. 
The MAA sees this as an excellent promotion opportunity 
through distribution of promotional fliers and the chance to wel-
come visitors.  Already our caterers are favourably well known 
for the quality and presentation of meals. 
Business Plan 
The MAA Business Plan has been updated to 2012.  This is a 
detailed document setting out the aims and  purposes of the 
organisation.  It was first developed  during 2004/5 and is en-
dorsed by the management committee  each year following the 
AGM.  The business plan is an interesting and informative doc-
ument and a copy is available at the office for review.  
The future priorities for the coming year are under two major 
headings.  1. The subdivision of MAA land (possible now sewer-
age is in place) 
2.(i) Continue  and enhance  our core business; the Market. 
   (ii) To Promote Murrabit as a wonderful place to visit and live. 
 
The delivery of the MAA charter through its projects provides 
support for other groups, not only through the market, but the 
scope in economic development provides a wide range of op-
portunities.  A quick look back will demonstrate this in examples 
like the phone tower, heritage projects, the boat ramp and the 
sewerage project.  The work of the MAA will never be finished 
but I find the involvement not only enjoyable but very worth-
while. 
Hugh Webb,  President 

Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb (President), 
Sandy Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), Gordon Yard, Ken 
BennettLes McKenzie, Narelle O’Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart 
Mason and Kelly Nicholson.   

MURRABIT &  

DISTRICT  

LIONS CLUB 

 

Invites all members of 

the community to their 

 

AUSTRALIA DAY 

BREAKFAST 

 
Murrabit Lions Park, Breakfast 

from 7:30am 
 

Note: Official ceremony starts 8:15am 
(Please note official starting time, as time in 

Northern Times is incorrect) 

 

Special features: 
* Official unveiling of shelter and heritage sign-

age by Mayor, Cr. Max Fehring and Dick and 

Cres Walters. 

* Flag Raising and Affirmation Ceremony. 

* Australia Day address – Dick Walters, Presi-

dent Murrabit and District Heritage Group on 

Miss Margaret Keats. 

* Unveiling of heritage plaque recognising the 

contribution Miss Keats made to Murrabit and 

district and as a significant Australian woman. 



Best Wishes…. 
“And so this is Christmas…..”, now over and 
gone but what of our neighbours?  Who could 
not have Christmas at home with all its family 
traditions, and joy, and fun ….? 
To know how deeply neighbours sympathise, is 
not much consolation. 
I, for one of all, hope time will move quickly to 
smooth their path, and in the near future , lift 
their spirits again… 
      Jill Sutherland 

6th Annual Myall Heritage Weekend 

Myall on the Murray - Celebrating 100 years -  1912-2012 

9-12 March 2012 (Labour Day Long Weekend) 

A Celebration of Pioneering Heritage 

  
Friday 9 March 2012      

From  Preparations 

4 pm   Please bring along items for display 

           

Saturday 10 March 2012 - Myall Hall - Grand Opening Night 

8pm  “Fashions through the Ages” - Dress to Impress 

  Story telling and Supper Dance  
  

Sunday 11 March 2012 
11.30am Celebration for 75th Anniversary of Myall Church 

  Harvest Festival - Harvest Thanksgiving Service. 

  Donation of produce to charity. 

1.30pm Buffet Luncheon and Afternoon Tea   

  Myall Memories of 100 years of Myall Hall 

  Tennis - “Hit ‘n Giggle” or “Polish up the serve”  

  Unveiling of plaque at former Myall State School No. 3271, adjacent to Myall Hall (opened in 1896, closed 1993) 

  Young Farmers, Youth and Social clubs. 

7pm                Gathering at a Barham venue for evening meal. Bookings essential. Contact P. Colville Ph: 5452 2315.  

 

Monday 12 March 2012 - Myall Centenary Heritage Picnic 
(Venue - on the Murray River at Dawson’s Pump Site south of the Hall) 

Early  Fishing at favourite spots  

  (NSW fishing licence required - U/16yr or over 65yr exempt). 

9:30am Myall Hall and Heritage display open. Horses and buggies, ponies, bike riders, vintage cars meet behind the Myall 

  Hall (Peach Lane). 

10:30am Assemble for heritage procession to the river. Followed by onlookers in cars. 

11am  Arrival of procession at river - an annual event commemorating the picnic  party that crossed the dry bed of the Murr

  ay River in 1915. 

11.30am  Pony events and picnic races. 

12.30pm Barbeque Lunch - catered by the Murrabit and District Heritage Group. 

1pm  Entertainment/Folk Dancing. 

2.30pm Finale/Remember to collect display items/memorabilia. 

  

 Weekend Cost: $25 single, $50 family - prepaid with 

names of   participants and contact phone number or email 

address.  

Daily Rates: Saturday Opening Night: $10 single, $25 

family.  

Sunday Lunch and Afternoon Tea: $15 single, $35 family.  

Monday Heritage Picnic: $10 single, $25 family. 

(memorabilia will be for sale throughout the weekend). 

Enquiries and pre-payment: Myall Public Hall, BSB 633 000, 

Account 1069 70122 or C/- Graham Cockroft, Secretary/

Treasurer, 200 Cockroft Road, Myall 3579.  

Ph: 5457 0291. Fax: 5457 0279. Mobile: 0429 193 972.  

Email: mcockroft@reachnet.com.au. 

  
Dress: Period Costume (Optional).  

Male descendants of long term Myall residents are encouraged to 

grow a beard. 

Painting of Myall Village Settlement 

                                      

  
Fri 16, Sat 17 & Sun 

18 March 2012 
 

Major Prize : 399Stacer Proline boat, 
25HP Mercury Motor &  
Trailer Valued @ $9000 

Sponsor: Molin Motorcycle & Marine 

For full details, information and entries, contact: 
Brent McKnight   Scott McNeil 

Ph: (W) 03 5452 2255  0419 561 126 

M 0428 572 377   or visit 
 

www.murrabitcodchallenge.com.au 



 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

Ph. 5457 0304   

Mob. 0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

TA & DL 

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 
Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  

  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

Murrabit General Store  
Debbie & Tony 
Ph: 5457 2204 

 

Post Office, Groceries, Gas, Bottle Shop, 
Hot Pies, Sandwiches, Hot Food, 

Ice & Coffee 

Open 7 Days a Week 
 

MYALL NEWS 
Happy New Year! May 2012 be a memorable one for the good times shared 

with family and friends. 

  

CENTENARY PREPARATIONS-FRIENDS OF MYALL 

Considering Myall's long and proud history, you like your forbears can make 

a difference by your contribution to this centenary. A number of prepara-

tions will require teamwork. 

  

Last week we took a tour to hand out invites to the centenary. Thanks to 

Pam Waldron for her contribution to spreading the word. She met quite a 

few new people which is a nice way to settle in to get to know your neigh-

bours. A few expressed interest in some new local activity which had the 

potential to bring the community together. For the moment probably there 

will be enough to do to get involved with the team for the centenary. 

  

What impressed us was the distance we covered travelling from place to 

place across the district. How long would it have taken 100 years ago? 

How long did it take John Watson who rode his bicycle to Kerang from the 

Benwell to fetch a doctor, when Andrew Smith suffered a snake bite? How 

long did it take to go by horse and dray to Kerang to fetch supplies? These 

stories and many others will be told at the centenary. 

  

WANTED  

* Family photos of residents and ex-residents for a centenary book. 

* Items of memorabilia or photos with an interesting story attached. 

* Helpers with outdoor cleanups and erection of a fence at the hall 

and  commemorative plaque at the school site. 

*Painters and decorators 

Horse harness and ponies and carts and vintage cars to go in the proces-

sion.  

  

WORKING BEE 

Next Saturday morning there will be a working bee at the hall at 9am.and 

work on the tracks. Bring a ride-on mower or slasher if you have one.  

Community Mural Exhibition 
 

“The Workings Behind the Murals” 

On display in the Kerang Library from Tuesday 24 

January 2012. 

Official opening – Sunday 12 February 2012 

Between 2 and 4pm 

Finger foods and refreshments provided. 

Come along and check out the great artwork depict-

ing the process involved in creating the community 

murals for Murrabit and Benjeroop. 

 Benjeroop – Myall – Murrabit 
Community Planning Group 

Next Meeting: Monday 6 February 2012 at the MAA 
office commencing at 7:30pm. Everyone is most wel-
come to attend. 
 

Community members are encouraged to put themselves 
forward to be involved in the community planning group as 
the more heads around the table, the greater the discussion 
and sharing of ideas and the more that can be achieved.  
 

For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette 
Coulter 5457 2331 (AH), Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 
5457 2264 (AH), or Council’s Community Development 
Officer, Stuart Patterson at the Shire on 5450 9333. 

 

Katie Archard and Beth Edgley both aged 10 admire their mural 



JACK DYER 

Hay carting and General Cartage also 
Rubbish Removal  

 

Phone: 5457 2223  
Mob: 0409 568124 

MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 
 

February - Playgroup 
March - Fire Brigade 
April - Available 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

OR Ryan 0439 362 466 

WHAT’S ON…... 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    January 19 
 

20 
*Playgroup 10am 
 

21 

 

22 
 

23 24 
*Benjeroop  
Mural 

25 26 
*Australia Day  
Breakfast 
Lions Park 

27 
*Playgroup 10am 

28 

 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

February 1 2 
*Murrabit Group 
School  begins 

3 
*Playgroup 10am 

4 
MURRABIT 
COUNTRY  
MARKET 

5 
 

6 
*BMM Planning 
Group meeting 
 

7 8 9 
 

10 
*Playgroup 10am 

11 

 

12 
 

13 
*Heritage Meeting 

14 
*Lions Club  
Business Meeting 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
*Playgroup 10am 

18 

 

19 20 
*MAA Committee 
Meeting 
*Newsletter  
Deadline 

21 
l 

22 
*Newsletter  
Printed 
 

23 24 
*Playgroup 10am 

25 

Golden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd 
 

Greg Maher 

20 Gonn Avenue, Murrabit VIC  
 

Ph: 5457 2293  
Mob: 0408 500 988  

Licence no: VIC - 12893   NSW - 215064C 

 

 

 
 

Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm  
in the Murrabit Hall.  
Beginners Welcome 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by 

Monday 20th February, 2012 
 

Information can be emailed (murrabit1@bigpond.com), 
 faxed or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free. Advertise from $5 



“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
3ÔÏÃËÉÎÇ Á ×ÉÄÅ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÉÔÅÍÓȠ ÍÁÎÙ ÍÁÄÅ ÂÙ 
ÔÁÌÅÎÔÅÄ ÌÏÃÁÌÓ ÏÒ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÓÔÁÌÌÈÏÌÄÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
-ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ -ÁÒËÅÔȢ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ ÍÅÒÃÈÁÎÄÉÓÅȟ ÇÉÆÔ ÃÁÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÏÏÄÉÅÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 
 
4ÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÒÅ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙÓ ΣΡÁÍ ÔÏ ΦÐÍ 
ÐÌÕÓ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ΫÁÍȢ  
 
"ÕÓÙ "ÅÅÓ ÏÆ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ 0ÒÏȤ
ÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ *ÏÄÉÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -!! 
ÏǣÃÅ ΧΦΧΩ ΤΤΡΧȟ .ÁÒÅÌÌÅ /ȭ$ÏÎÏÇÈÕÅ ΧΦΧΩ 
ΤΤΨΦ ÏÒ ÍÏÂÉÌÅ ΡΦΤΩ ΪΥΦ ΥΨΩȟ ÏÒ +ÙÌÉÅ ,ÅÁÈÙ 
ΧΦΧΩ ΤΥΨΪ ÆÏÒ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
4ÈÅ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÉÇÎÉǢÃÁÎÔ 
ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÁÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ $ÁÙ ÃÅÌÅȤ
ÂÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÓÉÇÎÁÇÅ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎÓ 0ÁÒË ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏǣÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÖÅÉÌÅÄȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÄÅÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÏÕÒ -ÁÙÏÒȟ #ÒȢ -ÁØ &ÅÈÒÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ $ÉÃË ÁÎÄ #ÒÅÓ 
7ÁÌÔÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÏǣÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÕÎÖÅÉÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 
 

The promotions committee is currently working on the 
Community Mural project. The Murrabit mural has been 
completed in conjunction with the 32 Murrabit Group 
School children. The children’s wonderful works of art will 
be installed on the front fence of the Lions Park and an offi-
cial unveiling held late February/early March. Work is con-
tinuing on the Benjeroop mural. Funds received through 
the Victorian Flood Recovery Fund enabled the promotions 
committee to engage Mystic Park artist Caroline Ellis to 
work with community members on the murals. The end 
result will be something each community will be very proud 
to put on display for all to enjoy. 
 
An exhibition of the workings behind the murals will be 
held in the Kerang Library from 24 January, with a special 
Exhibition Opening on February 12. Come along and check 
out the exhibition and support the school kids who put so 
much time and enthusiasm into their murals along with all 
the other community members involved. 

 
Caroline is a wonderfully talented artist specialising in land-
scapes, native animals and birds. She has a range of cards 
depicting her works in the gift shop for sale, along with 
some small prints of her artwork. Come in and check them 
out. 

MURRABIT TRADING  LTD  
For Blue Ribbon Service  

Supplying all of your  
farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing 

needs. Hardware, work clothing and footwear.  

 Ph: 5457 2235 or 0409 405 720  
Fax: 5457 2221  

Email: murrabit@bigpond.com 

Mural Painting at Benjeroop Hall 
 

Come along on Tuesday January 24 between 
10am and 3pm to add finishing touches to the 
Benjeroop community mural with artist Caroline 
Ellis. Bring along food for the day and wear old 
clothes. Soft drinks $1 from the fridge. Everyone 
welcome. 
If the mural doesn’t quite get finished on this day, 
it will continue on Sundays following until it is 
completed. Contact Caroline Ellis on PH: 0408 
500 451 or Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264. 

The  Benjeroop Mural  is coming together.  Maria, 

Caroline and Jodie work on some of the smaller   
details. 

FOR SALE  
*Baby Change Table with Bath 

Very good condition  

$20 

 

 

*Valco 3 wheel Pram 

Includes - matching nappy bag, boot, rain cover, drink 

holder, NB head support 

Excellent Condition  $150 

 

Phone: Sandi 5457 2295 or 0488 395 589  

*Safe n Sound Car Seat 

"Compaq Deluxe" 

Excellent Condition  $150 

Murrabit Group School –Completed Mural Pieces –to be erected in Lions Park 



Community Fellowship Service  
At the Murrabit Uniting Church  

 

Next  Service  will be held 29th January  
commencing at 11.30am  

 

~ALL WELCOME~ 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors  
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing.  

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457 -2225  

0407 -865 -276 or 0427 -683 -428  

Advertisement 
 

PETER WALSH MLA 
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF 

 PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTING SWAN HILL 

ELECTORATE 
274 Campbell Street 
SWAN HILL   3585 

 

Phone 5032 3154 
Fax   5032 9483 

 

Please feel free to contact my office if I can be of help 
with matters concerning the State Government or any 
of its departments. 

Authorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585 

 

Murrabit and District Heritage Group 
 

Next Meeting: Monday 13 February 2012. 
 

A plaque to commemorate Miss Margaret Keats (1895-

1970) as a significant local and Australian woman will be 

unveiled in the Lions Park as part of the Australia Day 

breakfast. Come along to learn more 

about this remarkable woman.  

 

The heritage group received funding 

through the Victorian Flood Recovery 

Fund to develop a book to capture stories 

around the 2011 floods. This project is 

now well underway. There has been a vast amount of 

information on our area in papers, television and internet. 

This information is being used as the basis for the book. 

It’s not too late to contribute more specific information 

and stories but be quick. Printing is expected to be com-

pleted in March. It is important to capture this infor-

mation now before it all becomes a distant memory.  

 

Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA 

office or Narelle’s email address can be used to forward 

digital photos, stories, etc. email: 

burrpark@bigpond.com. 

Provided, Empowered, Enabled 

The One Who Led the Way… 
The one who enabled others to take up their choice  of a 
career , to be a lady vet in Victoria.   
Margaret Keats did not set out to be a professional vet. 
Her family owned, what was then a big station on the 
NSW side of the Murray, and she did a veterinary science 
course to enable her to detect and deal with problems 
and complaints of the animals of all sorts thereon.  
Of course, this being a district of farm animals, and the 
ôgrapevineõ working here as well as anywhere else, peo-
ple soon came to ask her òwhat to do?ó 
She was always kind and forbearing, no matter what odd 
remedies people had tried, or what they had failed to 
notice about their animals.  I remember her once saying 
to me in exasperation òHow could he have not noticed 
the mare was unwell, with a foal dead inside her six 
days?ó 
In her early days, cattle crossing to Victoria over the Mur-
ray from NSW, had to be passed by a registered vet, to 
keep out infectious diseases.  Authorities were horrified to 
discover there were no male vets available!  So Margaret 
Keats, B.V.Sc., was set up to pass or reject each individual 
beast! 
An event of great bravery occurred when she was asked 
to treat a draught horse on the Victorian side of the river.  
In those days draught horses were the equivalent of trac-
tors nowadaysñthe farm could not work without them.  
The bridge was being built at the time, and was just gird-
ers.  No boat was available, so she inched her way along 
a girder, pushing her veterinary bag before her, with the 
waters of the river far below. 
A Model T Ford was her means of transportð have you 
seen one?  Gears etc. were managed with three pedals.  
The roof was  cold-back canvas, etc!! 
After that she had a Model A Ford, of advanced comfort! 
In these vehicles she travelled thousands of miles , in all 
weathers.  Her practice was considered to be a hundred 
MILE radius. 
For a large part of her working life she had for her assis-
tant Fred Skram, a member of a long established Ben-
jeroop Family.  Eventually Fred had acquired so much 
knowledge that at times when they were particularly 
busy, Margaret would go to one case and Fred went to 
another.  For years he drove every without a license, till at 
last , as regulations came to dominate our lives , the 
Kerang policeman said, òI know you can drive, but youõd 
better come in and get your piece of paperó! 
Margaret loved family get togethers, and would join in 
with anything afoot. 
There is so much to tell- òa something should be doneó 
situation; volunteers welcome! 

MISLAID MYSTERY! 
10th January between Bennett Lane and 

Hannah Lane (How? Don’t know…) 

One digital camera in black case with shoul-

der strap.  If found please phone: 

Jill Sutherland 54572378 


