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MAA and the Community

So far this year we have been rewarded with pretty good
5 crowds at our market. We all know our region has seen

g difficult conditions in several ways and so the Murrabit
e

=

Market is doing remarkably well considering. It's very
good to see our “ready to eat food” groups still doing so

well. It's a different story for the MAA though, the market g
stall fees are the source of income and so we need good S

%attendances of stallholders. A well run business has over- %
heads and the Murrabit Market is a well-run business, 2
thanks to Jodie, Sandi and the considerable number of

% volunteers. One thing we can all do (and we mean those %

E behind counters and those who are just ‘there’) without 5

5 adding to the cost, is take on a big smile for aII our visitors,

3 both patrons and stallholders. Courtesy is catching and

S politeness goes a long way. We have a great reputation

= for our friendly atmosphere, let’s keep building on that and z

S surely that’s a simple and fun way to grow our business.

THE RUBBISH HEAP — Well it's not really, it isn’t meant to

=2 be there, it just happened following a couple of bonfires

= which added to the fireworks event some years ago.

3 Thanks to the volunteers who use their tractor to push it up

S periodically, the site is kept under some control. The land

s there is owned by the MAA and apart from our own prun-
2ing’s, disposal of other rubbish is not part of what we do. 5

5

S The issue is highlighted now that a couch and chairs has
5 been left creating a problem for the committee. Council
< provides facilities to deal with such items and the MAA

E commlttee would appreciate it if this was removed.

Hugh Webb, President

= Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb
(President), Jamie Semmler (Vice President), Sandy
Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), Gordon Yard, Les

5 McKenzie, Narelle O’Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart Ma-
g son, and Ken Bennett.

S Interested members of the community are encouraged to
5 consider becoming a committee member. Application

= forms are available by contacting Jodie Hartley or Sand/
é Semmler in the office Wed and Fri 10am to 4pm.
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MURRABIT COUNTR

Saturday July 2nd, 2011

Live entertainment with

JOHN MAHER

Phone:; 5457 2205

E 8.30am - 1pm.
Flrst Satwrday of Gvery) Month raim, hail or shine!

T Free Entry

Dogs Strictly Prohibited
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Combined 85th - 8%

g; Anniversary ‘ Q/ C s
o Celebrations ‘B =
8 s— 55
8¢ 85
g Sunday 3 July 2011 from 9:30am onwards 8%
8 An event not to be missed s
2% Combined 85 anniversary celebrations of the opening of the &%
i Murrabit Bridge over the Murray River and Murrabit school 2%7;
&% building, plus the 40t anniversary of the formation of the o
8 Murrabit Group School. 8§
8K Celebrations at the school will take place K
8 between 9:30am and 12 noon. 8
2 Lunch at the hall 12noon-1pm oo
:?; Celebrations at the bridge will commence at 1:30pm which will 3
&% include the lifting of the bridge to enable the s
8 passage of riverboats at 2pm. 8¢
8 Keep the date free. Flyer included with this newsletter. 85
8¢ eﬁ
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MURRABIT FOOTBALL & NETBALL CLUBS
INVITE ALL TO:

THE MURRABIT & DISTRICT
COMMUNITY FLOOD RECOVERY EVENT

WEDNESDAY THE 6™ OF JULY
AT THE MURRABIT RECREATION RESERVE

6PM ONWARDS

FREE TWO COURSE MEAL
CHILDREN ACTIVITIES

GUEST SPEAKERS:
Nathan Thompson — Former AFL player, Current Media Commentator
& Beyond Blue ambassador
John Russell — Sports Chaplaincy Australia

ALL WELCOME

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
SCOTT McNEIL 0419 561126 or
CHARLIE GILLINGHAM 0457 719874

Proudly Supported by:
MURRAB IT

[EXsatd FOOTBALL

CLUB @




WHAT’S ON......

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
June 23 24 25
*Playgroup 10am | Football @ Home
26 27 28 29 30 July 1 2
*Community Fel- *Lions Club *Playgroup 10am MURRABIT
lowship Service Dinner Meeting COUNTRY
@ Uniting Church MARKET
* Working Bee @ Football @ Hay
Bridge
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
85th Bridge *BMM Planning *Senior Citizens *Playgroup 10am Football - Bye
Anniversary Meeting *MFNC
Celebrations Community Flood
Recovery event
10 1 12 13 14 15 16
*Lions Club *Playgroup 10am | Football @ Home
Business Meeting
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
*MAA Committee *Senior Citizens *Playgroup 10am | Football @
Meeting *Newsletter Wandella
Printed

MURRABIT FOOTBALL CLUB

www.murrabitfc.vefl.com.au
Proud to be level 3 Good Sports Accredited Club

BIG DRAW RESULTS

DRAW 1:
$600 - Donna Borley

DRAW 2:

$600 - Jo & Peri Saunders
$300 - Lauren & J.D.
$100 - Ricky Maher

$300 - Dain Hayes
$100 - Brett Parkes

DRAW 3:

$600 - Penny & John Pay
$300 - Alec Harvey

$100 - Peter Cordina

DRAW 4:

$600 - Tsaac Saunders
$300 - Donna Borley
$100 - MFC Netball Trip

LOST

2 x UHF hand held rechargeable
Uniden radios.

Engraved with MAA on the back.
If they can be returned to the MAA
office, it would be much appreciated.

Community Fellowship Service
At the Murrabit Uniting Church

Next Service will be held
26th June 2011

commencing at 11.30am Wf"ﬁs ¥
Advertisement 1“% “":
PETER WALSH M ~ ~ %‘lél%
YOUR STATE MEMB OF ALL WELCOME: =S
PARLI AMENT
REPRESENTI NG S Ww/AN B e aon oo oo pooCOOnmcy
ELECTORATE HGolden Rivers Electrical Pty Ltd
274 Campbell tfeet
SWAN HILL 3 Greg Maher
Phone 5032 3185420 Gonn Avenue,
rax 5032 918 Ph: 5457 2293 B
Please feel free to contact my office if | can be of help )
with matters concerning the State Government or any Mob: 0408 500 988
of its departments. ,
Euthorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585 E Licence no: VIC - 12893 NSW - 215064C E
B R IO DO 0 £ O D) RN DR CXO R o
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'y “Busy Bees of Murrablt” !

\7
i

\‘, " We are very lucky to live in such a vibrant com-
\“‘/munlty that is al ways ob‘»'"
w one of the ways we can promote the pride we feel

\7
i

, inour town to the thousands of visitors coming v, B A
i E ‘ LINON
¥ into Murrabit throughout the year. Vi L N N
W "7 in e, M
\"If you havendt been in-.for &

¥ time to visit. Trading hours are Wednesday and Fridays I
\1:‘/ 10am to 4pm (except public holidays) and market morn-
\CV ings 9am to 1pm. Group or personal bookings can be ar- +
v ranged.

%
v Busy Bees is operated by the Murrabit Promo-  +
tions Committee Inc. Please contact President ‘
Kylie Leahy 5457 2368, Secretary/Treasurer
Lo Narell e O6Donoghue 5457‘«

367, or Jodie in the MAA office 5457 ?

31 N
] ' |

St + 4 2205 for bookings or further infor- i

* %4 mation.
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THE INFLUENCE OF AN IDEA

Here is a segmental starting point of recent occurrence, in the Murrabit
Districts development.

It was a time in 1976 when things were not going well anywhere. District
people began to talk among themselves, and wonder what to do about it.
It was decided to arrange a public meeting, and this was held on July
28th 1976, from which the “Murrabit District Community Action Group”
was formed.

Problems to be faced were decline of rural population, and lack of availa-
ble employment, impinging on district viability.

So this was the start; from this sprang the idea of some form of market....
Further instalments to follow— Jill Sutherland
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~am° SCOTT MCNE @
¢ ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR &
¥ 918 Myall Road, Myall VIC 3579 ©
. Ph. 5457 0304 .
IRy - Mob. 0419 561 126

Pa ~ o
is8Q is%Q) ¢
% Licence No. Vic 14011 NSW 173404C % £
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LINE DANCING CLASSES

Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm
in the Murrabit Hall.
Beginners Welcome
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ﬂ ANDREW LEAHY EARTHI\/IOVIN !

Specialising in
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,
Smudging & Ripping

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or
Mob: 0408 500 875

OR Ryan 0439 362 466

MURRABIT WAR MEMORIAL

...Continued...

Busy Bees i s jus
Thls was given to me by a former resident, who had been here

smce babyhood.

Several public meetings were held to decide what type of me-

Vrhoiridl ®as waint8dk-& mdmbdréal garden, or an enlarged hall

g (the one standing at the time was the one brought in from

& & Dawe road). Alf Humphrey moved for this, but in the end a

% memorial garden was chosen at the final meeting.

(‘D

g In this garden, Tom Lornie, the scout master arranged for the

% scouts to plant a tree.

" &NDINGO SERVICES

10% Discount off all flood clearp work
Mini Digger can access small places whe

others canot!
CONTACT: Steven or Nlcole on 0431 299 479

Bl RTHDAY OPEN AFTERN
An invitation is extended to n
munity to celebrate I'%n rMchQlaeyl
For lunch or afternoon
tea from 12noo 4pm
at their home \i
Hannah Lane ppy
Sunday'"nuwl y Bl

%M%WM%MMW%M%@WMWW%MW%M

CR & CA Thompson
Specialising in all types of farm

Fencing Contractors !
fencing. ‘ E

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.
(03) 5457 -2225
0407 -865-276 or 0427 -683-428 %
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o For Blue Ribbon ﬁ%&er\,
w5 Supplying all of your %;

%1 farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing &

&Z needs. Hardware, work clothing and footwear. &‘&7

”‘;;« Ph: 5453r 22369 4053372
" Fax: 5457 2221%,:

Email: murrabit@bigpond.com %\m
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Secondary School Transition
Wedve had visits from Barham Hi gt
and 3 of our former champion kids 0 Maxen Hartley, Sophie
Hird and Joel McKenzie & to talk with our year 5 & 6 stu-
dents about life at Secondary school. Our year six students,
School Open Day and parents, will have a short tour of KTHS coming up next
Dondt forget t hat Opeedag ratourh a v i|fWedresday June 29 ™.

school on Sunday July 3 ™ as part of the Bridge and
School anniversary celebrations planned for that day. The
school will be open from  9:30am until 11:15am  for any

Pupil of the Week!
Well done to John Edgley, Taylor Hancock, Jack

. . : Chique, Domini c Pangrazio, O i vi
and all visitors. We will have photo displays, a large num- . . 2£.
ber of computer slide shows running (prepared by our Jessel Ro;e MchDogaId, Alister S(lemmlﬁr, ngly '}
kids), a chance to hear about %CN%vé‘at'gé\FEiavaqfd@”“A°§ 'éﬂqefﬁ'ngm

Gee and Sharni Maher who all recelved Pupil of the

some past Principals, plans and information about the
Week awards over the past month. Keep up the great work!

project for our new school building and time for a cuppa.

Or you may just want to have a wander through, relive a A thought for the month:

few old memories (I 6&6m sure thle¢ydl]l all be good ones!) as

well as see how things have changed. Hope to see you 6Life is short but there 6s aljway
there! Neil.

New Buildings

We have been very fortunate to have Brent McKnight

Sunday 3 July 2011 7 Combined
s 85“2i ﬂnnl\qerﬁwrcgl@@tfop/seof the
| opening of the Murrabit Bridge over 1
} ) fhe Mugay River gngl the §5¢ gnnigl,
versary of the Murrabit school build- 1
: ing, plus the 40™ anniversary of the }
) ; formation of the Murrabit Group School. At the school from
Market Clean up, change of Time. ; 9:30am. Lunch at the hall 12noon. Celebrations commence at
The school is rostered for Market Clean up after the next 1 the bridge at 1:30pm with the bridge to be lifted to enable the
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

v I hod
come on board, at present in an advisory role, with our S | .
Building Project. Teachers and School Council executive a dZN‘]\I‘] 0 A u I 1 R
building. A range of issues were raised "
and, with the assistanp@senbte Rér@drd rfd tneetifgs 8f the Heritage I

nical expertise, alterations made to the I Group over the winter months I

existing plans so that the building will 1 . . . I

best meet the needs of our students, 1 (meetings will resume in September). 1

1 1

ed in more information, I am more than happy to show 1
the plans and discuss them wll
looking building and the gains for us in terms of learning
space and facilities are teryf
ward at last, one which we hope will lead to an eventual

1
1
1
met with Brent recently to check and I A “ 2
discuss plans provided for the new : I S N‘y\ u I 3 S ll:) N
ER I
E 1
E —
staff and community. If you are interest-
happy ending!

market on July 2 ™ (first day of school holidays). Market passage of riverboats at 2pm. An event not to be missed.
Clean up usually takes place on Sunday Mornings but due

to the Bridge and School Heritage celebrations taking

place on that Sunday we will do the clean up on the Sat-
urday at 2:00pm (straight after the market). Clean up
takes only a little over an hour nowadays and all families
that help out receive a cash payment at the end of the

year from Market funds & not from the
school - according to how many Clean -ups
theydve done. | tds a
Christmas time.

The heritage group has successfully applied for $5,000 through
the Victorian Flood Recovery Fund to develop a book and DVD,
to capture stories, photographs, paper clippings, television |
items, local stories, and any other information on the floods. 1
Information around the community response and support, wa- 1
ter levels, maps, and family stories about previous floods, etc. !

" are also important to capture. For those who would rather tell 1
Y dharawrite, pleade let us know and we can come to you. I
1

I Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA office or
I'Narellebds email address can t=e u
Plenty of poo, plenty of mulch, plenty of stories, etc. email: burrpark@bigpond.com.

hard work and webve g N1 F@rther itf&HatioR Svailable by phoning Secretary Narelle

1
h . 1
starting to sprout in our garden. Mrs Coulter and her gar- losDonoghue on 5457 2264 AH ok P
dening gang are keeping a closlezzsgye n things and wedre ' 1

1 ' 1

all hopeful of tasting some very nice soup later on.

The Veggie Patch

Reports/ Interviews
I'tds report ti me aglaaverbéenviiking slU p X

hard to complete student mid  -year reports. These will be EAﬁ?‘ NAPIER PLUMBI NG
sent home in the last week of term on Thursday June
30", General Plumbing & Air Conditioning

Regional Cross Country 8 Can She Run! m Heating & - =
What a fabulous effort by Katie Archard who competed in - Rooﬁng 2. cooh?g - EOIY RERES
the Regional Championships held at St Arnaud and fin- R L avey Pumps

ished in third place! Katie now qualifies to compete at the All plumbing new and old Jrp——

State Championships in Melbourne next term. | hear that

Dad has been out running right alongside during training. Phone (03) 5457 0280
Congratulations Katie! Mobile 0408 384 821




THREE CHEERS FOR BENJEROORP!

Did they cower and run for the hills? Indeed not! They
stuck together, held their ground even if it was out of
sight, and worked and worked for ways to manage AND
with great spirit they sayv
So impressive were they, that people of great im-
portance came - Prince William in his helicopter, The
Premier, and the Governor General Ms Quentin Bryce,
who came to meet them in their Hall.

Jill Sutherland

Benjeroop — Myall — Murrabit
Community Planning Group

Next Meeting: Monday 4 July 2011 at the MAA office com}
mencing at 7:30pm. Everyone is most welcome to attend

The planning group is currently working on a number of prpj
in conjunction with the shire. Works to install the walking fre
to link the school to the town and town to the river is expede

VYVYYYYYVIVV VY

MURRABIT MIXTURES COOKBOOK V

PUMPKIN RISOTTO

A
@ Melt 40g butter in large frying pan. Add 300g cut
@ pumpkin. Cook until pumpkin is just tender. Add
@ 100ml white wine, 1 litre of vegetable stock.
Simmer for 10 mins. Blend in blender. Dice 2
@ chicken breast fillets and cook until browned.
e Remove from pan and set aside. Melt 20g butter
and sauté 1 onion finely chopped. Add 300g Ar-
@ borio rice and stir until well coated. Add stock to
@ frying pan 1 ladle at a time, stirring continuously
until liquid has been absorbed before adding next
@ ladle of stock. Keep adding stock this way and
@ stirring until all the stock is used and rice is
cooked. Add cooked chicken and large table-
@ spoon of sour cream just before serving.
Karen Maher

O8 OF (0L (08 (08 0L (0L Ok (0RO (O (0

Avail abl e Now, for |
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commence next week and a BBQ shelter is set to be ins ||(-.'u I

the next month at the Myall precinct. Restoration works qngs
suction gas engine to be installed at Benjeroop continues t
ceed. These projects add to the livability and attractivene

district and provide additional opportunities for both resi .3

and visitors.

The group also continues to work on flood recovery in cofju
tion with the Murrabit Lions Club and on growing and devels

ing existing community events.

The large Murrabit community precinct project which includ

heritage centre, mufturpose room and new market and coin]

nity storage facilities has recently been submitted to a new| f&
government funding program. Planning for this project hag I
worked on by a number of groups over the past few yearq &&

would be great to achieve a positive outcome.

Community members are encouraged to put themselves fors

to be involved in the community planning group as the

heads around the table, the greater the discussion and sra

ideas and the more that can be achieved.

Membership forms are available from the MAA office Weldrg

days or Fridays, or by contacting the Secretary.
For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette Q

0
5457 2331 (AH), Secretary Ng&
or Council dés Community Dev]es

at the Shire on 5450 9333.

QP00 0000000 0000000000000 000900%00
Murrabit Senior Citizens

Debbie & Tony
Ph: 5457 2204

PLEASE NOTE NEW TAVERN

HOURS
¢ K dzZNF¥ORplednY at 4: 30p
Meal s & Takeaway -7av3a0ipl

Meal s and Takeawayd: BWaypi
{ I {ddz0RledY at 3pm

al N] SiORé® aa&t 1lam
fMeal s & Takeaway2 pm a& -18an3
{dzy ROl y open the | ast
Meal s and

5 i l12nodpm
&Q@Q Takeaway liquor
T shop.

{ K2LJ K2dzNBR @Aff
I

DNRdzZL) 6221 Ay3a | yR
ROl yOS y2oe

CNARpéeY at 4:30pm§g

Meal s and Takeaway8 : &BVpi

R Senior Citizens meet
F@ lg{,rm g fortnightly from 1:30pm at the
b o Murrabit Public Hall.

) June 22nd,
N T July 6th & 20th
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
Secretary: D Monk 5457 2215

0000000000000 0000000000000000000

C000000000000000000
G000 0000000000000

semmco Farms pty Ltd

Producers of QA Lucerne & Pasture Hay
Hay Sales and Stock Cartage

David Semmler Jamie Semmler
Mob: 0427 575 255 Mob: 0411 585 716
Ph/Fax: 5457 2470 Ph/Fax: 5457 5225

(Note new number)

g




Murrabi't Plaﬂ
SESSI ONS

Playgroup is currently held every Friday from 10am-12noon. It
is a fantastic opportunity for parents, under school aged chil-

dren. toddlers and babies to get together each
week, enjoy a cuppa, socialise and par-
ticipate in a wide variety of various ac-
tivities. ALL are welcome so if you
would like to come along, please bring a
piece of fruit. There is a membership
levy of $25 that covers insurance with
Playgroup Victoria.

FRI ENDS OF MURRABI T PLAYGH
Thankyou to our " friends" so far this year which include: Mur-
rabit Promotions Committee, Jill Sutherland, John & Glenis
Danson, Hugh & Judy Webb Gordon & Judy Yard, Tony & Deb
Cartwright, Ray & Judy Teasdale, Dick & Cres Walters, Terry
& Faye Morton, Joan Woodier, Ray & Betty McNeil Bill &
Shirley McGregor, Murrabit Trading Ltd, Allan & Christine
McCallum, Melva Lane, O’'Brien Sawmills, Darryl & Marg Bray,
Allen & Kath Archard and Les McKenzie and Lisa Petrie.

When you become a " Friend of Murrabit Play Group", a dona-
tion of $30 goes towards supporting this early childhood ser-
vice and helps us to achieve various goals. This year our goal
is to replace an old sofa and to replace
some the bikes and trikes. If you would like
become a " Friend of Murrabit Play-

group" please contact Jo Yard for

more details.

N

D,
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Preservers and Picklers

to

Any queries can be directed to Bec
Billing on 5457 2376 or Jo Yard on
5457 2450.

—

Seeking interested people who would
like to join a monthly
Perserving/Pickling Club or Group.

A good way to make, learn, share and laugh!
Please contact Mandy Quick

5457 2454 or 0437 002 002

R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R

Iii MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER

rat rat
% July - Murrabit Group School &
% August - Murrabit Group School &
8! o,

P

% September - Playgroup

% October - Murrabit Group School
»‘1

Pe(
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Pat
¥
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JACK DYER '

Hay carting and General Cartage also
Rubbish Removal

|
1
|
1
Phone: 5457 2223 1
|
1
ol

Mob: 0409 568124

| PO

J r PUMGNITY WRREING BEN @v S
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ﬂ A Community working bee will be held around the

Murrabit Bridge Sunday June 26,
from 1:30pm onwards.
Please bring equipment to help clean up the area in
preparation for the bridge anniversary
celebrations.
Lots of work has already been done but more is
needed.

BARHAM KOONDROOK MENS SHED inc

The shed has now been built at the Koondrook Recreation
Reserve, and we are in the process of applying for grants to
purchase woodwork machinery, electrical and plumbing
works as well as insulation and MDF wall panelling.

Our members are still actively as-
sisting the community with small
jobs such as repairing furniture and
making billy carts as well as mak-
ing items for sale at markets to cov-
er administration costs and other
projects.

We now have Deductible Gift Recipient status which enables
donations made to the Shed to be tax deductible. We are still
looking for more members so if you have some spare time on
a Wednesday from 9:30am, come along to the Murray River
Woodworkers Shed at the Koondrook Recreation Reserve.

NEW PROJBBIYT A WALL PANEL
Our new project is to install insulation and MDF wall panel-
ling. This will prevent the Shed getting too hot on those very
sunny days. The wall panels will also be utilised to hang tools
on. We therefore have a project underway for residents and
businesses to ‘Buy a Wall Panel’. If you donate $50 to the
project your name will be placed on a wall panel and it will be
there for as long as the Shed continues to operate. The cost of
installing each panel and the insulation is approximately $80
and with your donation we know that we will be able to insu-
late the walls of the Shed very quickly. The Men’s Shed
members will be doing all the work so the donation will not
go towards labour or administration costs.

Sponsors: O’Brien Sawmills, Frankling Grains, Murrabit Li-
ons Club, Barham Koondrook Lions Club, GC & KA Bassett,
Doug and Marj Matthews.

Please post donations to P.O. Box 294 Barham NSW 2732 or
e-mail gonefishin2527@bigpond.com for more information.
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible. A receipt will be
issued.

L0 O, O O O O O L

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE

To put an article into the
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by
Monday 18th July
Information can be emailed (murrabitl @bigpond.com)
faxed or posted through the door.
Community interest info is free. Advertise from $5

I EEEE NN NN NN EEEEEEEEN]
| EEuE NN EEEREEEEEEEEEN]

N N\



S S —

OPENING OF OUR BRIDGE 85
YEARS AGO
Did you Know....

Of momentous importance was the opening of the Murrabit

Bridge across the Murray on 1 July 1926.

About 1000 people took advantage of the beautiful day to join
in the celebrations — about half of this number travelling by
special train from Kerang and the remainder by car, with the

exception of a few who used horses.

On the arrival of the railway commissioners train a ribbon was
stretched across the bridge, and the crowd assembled to get a
good view of the proceedings. The Minster for Railways, Mr
Eggleston, asked Mrs Angus to cut the ribbon, which was done
amid loud cheering and then as he pronounced the bridge

open, the train steamed slowly across.

Mr Eggleston then said that the bridge, now an accomplished
fact, had opened up great facilities. The bridge was an orna-

ment to the Murray River, and a great link between the states.

Mr Angus, member for the district, said that this was an idea
he had long cherished. Everybody had heard of the great pro-
spects of the Murray Valley, but none of the prospects could
be realised without the railways. He went on to say that in his
opinion this would be the most productive of all the lines built
under the Border Railways Agreement. In about 10 to 15
years’ time big areas in the Riverina would be irrigated through
the locking of the Murray, and the area between the Wakool

and the Murray would be the garden of the Riverina.

After the opening ceremony and speeches had been complet-
ed the train was run across the bridge, and the passengers
who had got out on the Victorian side entrained on the New

South Wales side for the homeward journey.

While passengers were getting into the train a demonstration
of the working of the lift span was given. This was the first all
steel construction bridge across the Murray between Victoria
and New South Wales designed to carry both road traffic and
trains. The bridge was designed with a novel lifting device with
the span able to be lifted by a winch in two and a quarter
minutes by two men or in five minutes by one man. The bridge
consists of two 90 feet (approx. 28 metres) fixed spans and of
one lift span.

At first the lifting of the bridge was the job of the Railway Sta-
tion Master at Murrabit, but then an official bridge keeper
“Scottie” was appointed. He lived in a railway hut at the bridge
where the road now lies, and wore a railway uniform with
“Bridge Keeper” on his cap.

The railway line from Kerang to Stony Crossing was originally
proposed to cross the Murray near the public punt at Gonn

Crossing. A solid river bed suitable for a bridge coupled with
a straight enough reach for the river boats to line up and run
the bridge, was however not found. The bridge needed to be
erected three miles (5 kilometres) upstream from the Gonn
Crossing settlement, and hence the reason why Murrabit
township was established next to the railway line.

The railway line from Kerang to Murrabit commenced opera-
tion on 20 December 1924. The laying of the railway line on
the New South Wales side of the river commenced as soon
as the bridge was opened. When the line was complete,
there were ten stations and sidings from Kerang: Westby,
Myall, and Murrabit in Victoria and Ballbank, Nacurrie,
Wetuppa, Coobool, Dilpurra, Tueloga and Stony Crossing on
the New South Wales side.

Here’s a bit more history from the mid-1920s taken from an
article appearing in The Kerang New Times....

The Murrabit district is one of the youngest irrigation settle-
ments in Victoria, and is fast becoming one of the most im-
portant centres for the production of all irrigated crops and
their allied products.

By rail it is 199 miles north of Melbourne, and is situated on
one of the most fertile portions of the Murray River. Salt, one
of the greatest curses of some irrigated lands, has never
been known to show up in the soil here, which is mainly
composed of rich river silt and loam.

Excellent crops of lucerne, maize, oats, barley and wheat
are grown annually, while broom millet is receiving the atten-
tion of some of the settlers, and promises to be very suc-
cessful. Pedigreed pigs have been forwarded to three states
and so to citrus culture, the highest awards have been
gained in England and at the Melbourne shows. During the
1925 season, 40,422 cases of citrus were consigned from
the Murrabit railway station. This proves that there is no dis-
trict probably in the world its equal for this class of agricul-
ture.

The Murrabit District Heritage Group has plans well in hand
to celebrate the 85" anniversary of the bridge on 3 July
2011. It would be great for all in the community to support
this momentous occasion by turning out to enjoy watching
the bridge being lifted for the passing of (hopefully) a paddle-
steamer or two.

The Mayors of the Wakool and Gannawarra shires will par-
ticipate in the official ceremony along with other invited digni-
taries. Mr Grant Angus (grandson of the original Mr Angus
mentioned in this article and son of the Mrs Angus who cut
the original ribbon) will be travelling from Melbourne to help
cut the ribbon and participate in the planned activities. Our
railway experts from Melbourne will be on hand to explain
the unique engineering design of the bridge.

On the reverse is information outlining activities planned for
the day.




