
Community   News   Contribution   Gratefully   Accepted 

MAA and the Community 

 
 

Our May market was a successful event, the cool morning brought the 
crowd in a bit later but in good numbers.  Perhaps Murrabit being in the 
news has created some interest in this place.  We can’t expect to be 
unaffected by the economic climate which is a bit negative at the mo-
ment. 
A position exists on the Gannawarra ‘Tourism Advisory Committee’ This 
involvement consist of a meeting every 8 weeks approx. and is an op-
portunity for someone interested in our tourism industry, bearing in mind 
the Murrabit Market is a major tourism event in the region. 
Arrangements are in progress to provide space to park Bill & Shirley 
McGregor’s busses.  This facility will be next door to the Murrabit Trad-
ing store and will include a security fence and a gravel access track. 
 
Hugh Webb, President 
 

Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb (President), Jamie 
Semmler (Vice President), Sandy Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), 
Gordon Yard, Les McKenzie, Narelle O’Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart 
Mason, and Ken Bennett. Please feel free to contact members or Jodie 
Hartley or Sandi Semmler in the office Wed and Fri 10am to 4pm. 

MURRABIT GROUP SCHOOL  
will host the 

 Thursday 26th May commencing  
10:30am at the School 

Gold Coin donation.   
ALL WELCOME 

 
ALL Funds go to Cancer Council of Australia 

Saturday June 4th, 2011 

DAVE AUSTIN 

Governor General’s  
Visit to Benjeroop 

 

An open invitation to attend an  
afternoon tea with the  

Governor General,  
Ms Quentin Bryce AC  

is extended to all  
Murrabit, Benjeroop and  

Myall residents. 
Tuesday 24 May 2011  

3:00pm – 4:30pm 
Benjeroop Hall 

Phone Gannawarra Shire Council        

5450 9333 for further information.  

SITUATION VACANT 
A friendly and reliable person is required to sell 

bread at each market for 

the MAA.  For 2-3 hours 

each market from 8.30am. 

Interested persons to contact 

Jodie at the MAA office 

Wednesday or Fridays 10am-4pm or email 

murrabit1@bigpond.com.   

Required to start June 4th 2011. 



MURRABIT TRADING  LTD  
For Blue Ribbon Service  

Supplying all of your  
farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing 

needs. Hardware, work clothing and footwear.  

 Ph: 5457 2235 or 0409 405 720  
Fax: 5457 2221  

Email: murrabit@bigpond.com 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    May 19 
 

20 
*Playgroup 10am 

21 

 

22 
*Community Fel-
lowship Service 
@ Uniting Church 

23 
 

24 
*GG Quentin 
Bryce AC 
@ Benjeroop 

25 
 

26 
*MGS Biggest 
Morning Tea 
10:30am 

27 
*Playgroup 10am 
*Beyond Blue @ 
Benjeroop 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

June 1 
*Senior Citizens 

2 
 

3 
*Playgroup 10am 

4 

MURRABIT      
COUNTRY 
MARKET 

5 
 

6 
*BMM Planning 
Meeting 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
*Playgroup 10am 

11 
 

12 
 

13  
* Heritage Group 
Meeting 

14 
*Lions Club  
Business Meeting 

15 
*Senior Citizens 

16 
 

17 
*Playgroup 10am 

18 

 

19 20 
*MAA Committee 
Meeting 

21 
 

22 
*Newsletter  
Printed  

23 24 
*Playgroup 10am 

25 

WHAT’S ON…... 

BENJEROOP HALL  
FOOTY TIPPING  
COMPETITION 

 

 
Results after Round 8 ~ In the lead on 49 points 
is Christine Hall  followed by Phil Goudie on 48 
points and in third place on 47 points are Ron 
Danby & Stuart Murray   
Prince William is on 30 points, Ted Baillieu is on 
41 and  Jim Stynes  has 38 points...How are you 
going? 

 

Website: www.benjeroop.com.au 

Follow us on Facebook >> 
www.facebook.com/benjeroop 

 

Results are posted on the website after each round. 

Community Fellowship Service 
At the Murrabit Uniting Church 

 
 

Next  Service  will be held  
THIS SUNDAY 22nd May 2011  

commencing at 11.30am  
 

~ALL WELCOME~ 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
Gannawarra Tourism Advisory Committee 

The Gannawarra Tourism Advisory Committee comprises of 

representatives from each of the townships within the Shire. 

The committee provides advice to Council on issues related to 

tourism within the Gannawarra Shire. 

Positions on the committee are for a three year period and 

Council is seeking persons who have expertise within the tour-

ism industry or related fields. 

Please forward your expression of interest to Mr Roger Grif-

fiths, Manager Economic Development to PO Box 287, 

Kerang 3579 or email to council@gannawarra.vic.gov.au or 

hand in to Customer Service at 47 Victoria St, Kerang by 

Thursday June 30, 2011. 

 

Roseanne  Kava 

Chief Executive Officer 

Gannawarra Shire Council 

PO Box 287 

KERANG VIC 3579 



 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

Ph. 5457 0304   

Mob. 0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping 
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

OR Ryan 0439 362 466 

LINE DANCING CLASSES 
 

 

Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm  
in the Murrabit Hall.  
Beginners Welcome 

CR & CA Thompson 

Fencing Contractors 
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing. 

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457-2225 

0407-865-276 or 0427-683-428 

FLOOD INFORMATION UPDATE 
 

Beyondblue Session at Benjeroop 

Friday 27 May 2011 

10am to 1pm (including lunch) 

Benjeroop Hall. 

All welcome. 

Phone Northern District Community Health 5451 0200 for 

further information. 
 

Gannawarra Flood Recovery 

Residents directly impacted by the floods are able to dis-

pose of flood rubbish free of charge at the Kerang Trans-

fer Station.  An Ellwaste Skip can also be provided for a 

week free of charge to properties or alternatively for larg-

er quantities, flood rubbish can be piled in a location for 

pick up by a truck and loader. Requests for rubbish re-

moval can be directed to Adam Cooper at Council on 

5450 9333. 
 

Recovery Centre 

A flood recovery centre is operating in Shop 3, Patchell 

Plaza, 47 Victoria Street, Kerang each Thursday between 

10am and 3pm. Appointments with officers from the De-

partment of Human Services at the recovery centre can 

be made by phoning  1300 165 413. A major grants officer 

is available to assess eligibility for those residents who 

have sustained damage to their primary place of resi-

dence. 
 

Personal Support 

Red Cross completed Stage 2 of its outreach program at 

the start of May and will be back between the 6 and 10 

June. If you were impacted by the floods and haven’t yet 

received a visit from Red Cross please let the Flood Re-

covery Officer know so that a visit can be arranged. 

Northern District Community Health have a Flood Recov-

ery Support worker available to help support residents 

through any issues or concerns they may have. Contact 

Rachael Sanders 5451 0200. 

Aussie Helpers are currently in the Gannawarra Shire visit-

ing farmers affected by the floods. Aussie Helpers is a pri-

vate organisation offering support and financial assis-

tance to farmers in times of need.  
 

Red Cross Appeal funding 

Applications are now open for residents who have in-

curred structural damage to their homes as a result of the 

floods. There are two stages of funding available. The first 

is a $1,000 gift, and the second is determined on a case 

by case basis. Application forms are available from the 

recovery centre, downloaded from www.dhs.vic.gov.au/

emergency/emergency-assistance/flood_recovery/

financial-assistance-and-material-aid.  
 

Victorian Flood Review 

Submissions to the Victorian Flood Review close on 27 

May 2011. Information on how to develop a submission 

can be found at the website: 

www.floodsreview.vic.gov.au. 
 

Flood Recovery Newsletter 

If you would like to receive a copy of Council’s Flood Re-

covery Newsletter, please send your email details to the 

Flood Recovery Officer at nar-

elleo@gannawarra.vic.gov.au. Copies of the fortnightly 

newsletter are also available in hardcopy from the recov-

ery centre, Council’s customer service desks or via the 

website www.gannawarra.vic.gov.au 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

For a unique gift or something to spoil yourself, 
come to Busy Bees on Wednesday and Fri-
days 10am to 4pm plus market morning 
from 9am. The shop is also available for group 
or personal bookings. 

 
Busy Bees of Murrabit is operated by 
the Murrabit Promotions Committee.  
Please contact Jodie in the MAA office 5457 2205, 
Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264 or mobile 0427 834 
367, or Kylie Leahy 5457 2368 for bookings or further 
information. 
 
The promotions committee has recently been suc-

cessful in attracting $5,000 from the Victori-
an Flood Recovery Fund to enable 2 murals 

to be developed at Murrabit and Benjeroop 
with the guidance of a local artist. This will 

be a fabulous project for both commu-
nities to work together on over the 

coming months.    

http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/emergency/emergency-assistance/flood_recovery/financial-assistance-and-material-aid
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/emergency/emergency-assistance/flood_recovery/financial-assistance-and-material-aid
http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/emergency/emergency-assistance/flood_recovery/financial-assistance-and-material-aid
http://www.floodsreview.vic.gov.au
mailto:narelleo@gannawarra.vic.gov.au
mailto:narelleo@gannawarra.vic.gov.au


Murrabit Senior  Citizens 
 

Senior Citizens meet  
fortnightly from 1:30pm at the 

Murrabit Public Hall. 
June 1st, 15th & 29th  

July 13th & 27th 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 
Secretary: D Monk 5457 2215 

Benjeroop – Myall – Murrabit 
Community Planning Group 

 

Next Meeting: Monday 6 June 2011 at the MAA office com-
mencing at 7:30pm. Everyone is most welcome to attend. 

 
Three out of the four applications to the Victorian Flood Recov-
ery Fund coordinated by the planning group were successful. 
Other groups gaining funding locally were the Benjeroop Hall 
Committee for a series of wellbeing events and the Murrabit 
Football Club for an event. Overall $23,000 was granted to the 
Murrabit and Benjeroop area. This funding will enable a range of 
community projects and events to be held over the coming 
months.  
 
Community members are encouraged to put themselves forward 
to be involved in the community planning group as the more 
heads around the table, the greater the discussion and sharing of 
ideas and the more that can be achieved.  
 
Membership forms are available from the MAA office Wednes-
days or Fridays, or by contacting the Secretary. 
 
For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette Coulter 
5457 2331 (AH), Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue 5457 2264 (AH), 
or Council’s Community Development Officer, Stuart Patterson 

Murrabit Playgroup Inc. News… 
 

SESSIONS 
Playgroup is currently held every Friday 
from 10am-12noon. It is a fantastic oppor-
tunity for parents, under school aged 
children. toddlers and babies to get 
together each week, enjoy a cuppa, 
socialise and participate in a wide vari-
ety of various activities. ALL are wel-
come so if you would like to come 
along, please bring a piece of fruit. There is a membership 
levy of $25 that covers insurance with Playgroup Victoria.  
 

FRIENDS OF MURRABIT PLAYGROUP 
Thankyou to our " friends" so far this year which include: Mur-
rabit Promotions Committee, Jill Sutherland, John & Glenis 
Danson, Hugh & Judy Webb Gordon & Judy Yard, Tony & 
Deb Cartwright, Ray & Judy Teasdale, Dick & Cres Walters, 
Terry & Faye Morton, Joan Woodier, Ray & Betty McNeil Bill 
& Shirley McGregor, Murrabit Trading Ltd, Allan & Christine 
McCallum, O’Brien Sawmills, Darryl & Marg Bray, Allen & 
Kath Archard and Les McKenzie and Lisa Petrie. 
 

When you become a " Friend of Murrabit Play Group", a do-
nation of $30 goes towards supporting this early childhood 
service and helps us to achieve various goals. This year our 
goal is to replace an old sofa and to replace some the bikes 
and trikes. If you would like to become a " Friend of Murrabit 
Playgroup" please contact Jo Yard 
for more details.  
 

MOTHERS DAY RAFFLE:  
Thankyou to those that purchsed 
tickets for our Mothers Day Raffle. 
Our lucky winners were- Haylee 
Cartwright ( first prize) and Kelly  
Heffer ( second prize). 
 

Any queries can be directed to Bec 
Billing on 5457 2376 or Jo Yard on 
5457 2450. 

Murrabit General Store & Tavern 
Debbie & Tony 

Ph: 5457 2204 
 

 

PLEASE NOTE NEW TAVERN HOURS 
As of Monday 23rd May 
Thursday: Open at 4:30pm 

Meals & Takeaway available from 6pm - 7:30pm 
Friday: Open at 4:30pm 

Meals and Takeaway available from 6pm - 8:30pm 
Saturday: Open at 3pm 

Meals and Takeaway available from 6pm - 8:30pm 
Market days: Open at 11am 

Meals & Takeaway available 12noon - 2pm & 6pm - 8:30pm 
Sunday: Only open the last Sunday of the month at 12noon 

Meals and takeaway available from 
12noon - 2pm 

Takeaway liquor is available from the 
shop. 

 

{ƘƻǇ ƘƻǳǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ 
DǊƻǳǇ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀǘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ  

ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ 

Combined 85th  

Anniversary  

Celebrations  

 

Sunday 3 July 2011 from 9:30am  onwards 
 

An event not to be missed 
 

Combined 85th anniversary celebrations of the opening of the Mur-
rabit Bridge over the Murray River and Murrabit school building, 

plus the 40th anniversary of the formation of the  
Murrabit Group School.  

Celebrations at the school will take place  
between 9:30am and 12 noon.  
Lunch at the hall 12noon-1pm 

Celebrations at the bridge will commence at 1:30pm with will in-
clude the lifting of the bridge to enable the  

passage of riverboats at 2pm. 
 

Keep the date free. Flyer included with this  newsletter. 



MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 
 

June - Playgroup 
July - Murrabit Group School 
August - Murrabit Group School 
September - Playgroup 

PETER WALSH MLA 
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF 

 PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTING SWAN HILL 

ELECTORATE 
274 Campbell Street 
SWAN HILL   3585 

 
Phone 5032 3154 
Fax   5032 9483 

 

Please feel free to contact my office if I can be of help 
with matters concerning the State Government or any 
of its departments. 

Authorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585 

 

Murrabit and District  
Heritage Group 

Next meeting – Monday 13 June 2011 at 
7:30pm at the Murrabit Advancement Associa-
tion offices.  
 

Sunday 3 July 2011 – Combined 85th 
anniversary celebrations of the opening 
of the Murrabit Bridge over the Murray 
River and the 85th anniversary of the 
Murrabit school building, plus the 40th 
anniversary of the formation of the Mur-
rabit Group School. At the school from 

9:30am. Lunch at the hall 12noon. Celebrations commence at the 
bridge at 1:30pm with the bridge to be lifted to enable the passage 
of riverboats at 2pm. An event not to be missed. 
 

The heritage group has successfully applied for $5,000 through the 
Victorian Flood Recovery Fund to develop a book and DVD to cap-
ture stories, photographs, paper clippings, television items, local 
stories, and any other information on the floods. Information around 
the community response and support, water levels, maps, and fami-
ly stories about previous floods, etc. are also important to capture. 
For those who would rather tell than write, please let us know and 
we can come to you.  
 

Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA office or Nar-
elle’s email address can be used to forward digital photos, stories, 
etc. email: burrpark@bigpond.com. 
 

Heritage group meetings are full of interesting facts, snippets and 
discussion. Please feel welcome to come along and enjoy the fun 
(and a delicious supper). Further information available by phoning 
Secretary Narelle O’Donoghue on 5457 2264 AH, or President Dick 
Walters 5457 2287. 

LOST 
Secateurs with long 
square  
tubing handles. 
If found, please 
return to the MAA 
Office. 

MYALL NEWS... 
 

Four weeks of dry weather was a bit of a surprise and 
so considerable quantities of water were put out at the 
end of the season.  
 

CENTENARY PLANNING 
With the Myall Hall Centenary and Heritage Weekend 
coming up next March, people should be digging up 
their period costumes. Remember those concerts and 
dances which were a trademark since the early days. 
Maybe there are still some budding actors who could 
add a touch of nostalgia when the re-enactment week-
end comes around. Please invite familiy and friends 
who have any school records, books, letters, photos to 
share them. We would appreciate if they were made 
available to us now so they can be photocopied and 
included in a Myall School history. Originals will be re-
turned.  
 

We invite people to join the Planning Committee for 
this big event. A meeting will be held on Wednesday 
June 1st at the home of Graham and Marianne Cock-
roft at 7.30pm  
 

COMMUNITY MEETING 
The next Murrabit Myall Benjeroop Planning meeting 
will be held on Monday June 6th. Carpool to leave My-
all at 7.20pm 
 

AROUND THE TRAPS 
Best wishes to Tom and Florrie Troy who have re-
turned to their residence in Kerang after a long time 
awaiting suitable repairs following the house fire.  
 

Long time Myall residents Peter and Shirley Sartori 
have moved to Barham. We acknowledge that the Sar-
toris have contributed greatly to the wellbeing of the 
Myall community by their neighbourliness and gener-
osity.   

 

 
 

Producers of QA Lucerne & Pasture Hay 

Hay Sales and Stock Cartage 
 

David Semmler   Jamie Semmler 
Mob: 0427 575 255  Mob: 0411 585 716 

Ph/Fax: 5457 2470  Ph/Fax: 5457 5225 
(Note new number)  



JACK DYER 
Hay carting and General Cartage also  

Rubbish Removal  
 

Phone: 5457 2223  
Mob: 0409 568124 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by 

Monday 20th June, 2011  
Information can be emailed (murrabit1@bigpond.com), 

 faxed or posted through the door.  
Community interest info is free. Advertise from $5 

How Did Noah Manage?  
 

During our great flood, while scores of people with 

breaking backs and worn-out legs, the sand baggers, 

waded on carrying and dumping sandbags, there was 

another, but unseen VERY much appreciated band pre-

paring meals, many of which were delivered, not by 

ark, but by excavators & fire truck, to sandbaggers and 

flood victims. 

Organised by the Murrabit Lions Club, the multitude 

was fed, on a great deal more than five loaves and two 

fish! 

On an average, 24 hour period, 100 to 130 meals a day 

were given; could better meals be found in a café?  

Good two course meals, roasts one night, boiled  

(corned beef) on another and casseroles, lasagne etc. 

on the third night.  

Ten to twelve dozen loaves of bread were needed, 

packs of sandwiches prepared - estimated 7000 

rounds.  There were many generous and helpful dona-

tions: Gwen & Vince Maher lent their coolroom, 

Bertocchi donated a ham, 10 dozen saveloys were do-

nated, Barham foodworks, Murray Goulburn gave gro-

ceries, Grays Bakery, First Choice Butchers, Tassal salm-

on, both Barham butchers, home garden produce - I 

hope I have not missed any of these generous people.  

Much help was given by the Murrabit Tavern staff slic-

ing meat and Hazeldenes Chickens prepared ready.  

Shops would open on Sunday. 

When the crisis was over, a ôRe-connectõ gathering was 

organised by many groups which provided a lovely free 

roast lunch and sweets to follow for everyone to chat 

at leisure and relax without that awful òmust goó feel-

ing.  It was organised by many groups, The Hall, the 

Rec Reserve, Football club, Kerang and Swan Hill Lions, 

The Rotary clubõs train and more; a great meeting. 

      Jill Sutherland 

Attention:  
Preservers and Picklers 

 

Seeking interested people who would 
like to join a monthly  
Perserving/Pickling Club or Group.  
A good way to make, learn, share and laugh!  
Please contact Mandy Quick 
5457 2454 or 0439 002 002 

THE STORY OF THE  

MURRABIT WAR MEMORIAL  
 

After World War 11, some district people decided a local War 

Memorial was well warranted.  Of those who brought it into 

being, I believe Robert Bryer is one of only one or two from 

that time still alive, and he provided me with most of the in-

formation about it. 

After the War, Robert and his elder brother Richard, bought 

an Army Disposals utility, and they drove their father Perce 

round the district, canvassing for funds to achieve this. 

George Ferrier, a monumental mason in Bendigo, organised 

by Perce, provided the monument, but unfortunately his rec-

ords were burnt. 

Where the Memorial stands was a hard white clay pan, un-

workable!  Richard and Robert were set to dig the post holes 

for the fence (which Tank Fletcher erected), and Robert re-

lates that the crowbars could barely chip the ground.  Ed 

Wood had just got a green Oliver tractor, and drove up with it 

pulling a cultivator, which could scarcely scratch the ground!  

After all this, and no doubt much district help, all was com-

pleted, and there the monument stood, clearly visible, with at 

that time no beautiful plants around it.  Robert believes it was 

Dud Walters who performed the ceremony at its completion. 

      Jill Sutherland 

***IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR*** 
***FLOOD AFFECTED FARMERS*** 

 
"Last Friday the Prime Minister announced an extension 
to the application deadline for the Disaster Income Re-
covery Subsidy to the 31 May 2011.    
 

Flood affected farmers who are still without an income 
due to the impact of floods will be able to access 13 
weeks of welfare support at the same level as the 
Newstart program.  The DIRS is administered by Cen-
trelink.  This assistance will provide some short term re-
lief for farmers in flood affected areas - including those 
who have been stressed as a result of the cessation of 
the Exceptional Circumstances Relief Payments.  
 

Given the deadline is the 31 May 2011 - farmers 
have only two weeks left in which to access this 
support.   
 

Contact the óAustralian Government Information 
Lineô on 180 2266 to apply for the subsidy. 


