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THE  GIANT CHRISTMAS TREE 
This structure is well known as it stands by the hall at this time 
of year.  The metal frame is quite a work of art made with 
great skill by past directors.   Standing it up is also a work of 
art, a bit risky and usually damages it a bit more.  At a recent 
working bee the structure was renovated and reduced in 
height by about a metre.  Last year the shadecloth cover was 
redecorated and a bit more is planned for this year.  Thanks to 
our capable ladies for that and thanks too to the boys for the 
work on the frame.  Jodie has done great work at the market 
with the youngsters preparing decorations and at the next 
market the youngsters will be engaged in decorating the tree. 
 
WELCOME TO A BARHAM MILK FACTORY 
The local press recently reported that there is progress in es-
tablishing a milk processing plant in Barham with possible 
employment for 30 staff.  While not pretending to know any of 
the local politics of the industry it would seem such an enter-
prise would provide job opportunities for this area.  We al-
ready have many commuters to employment in nearby towns. 
 
GATEWAY TO GANNAWARRA EDUCATION & HERITAGE 
CENTRE 
The above tourism and information centre in Cohuna is now 
completed and will be opened by the Hon. Peter Ryan deputy 
Premier and minister for Regional & Rural Development on 
Wednesday November 30th. 
This facility is a major initiative for the economic development 
of the area designed to introduce visitors, mostly arriving from 
the Echuca direction, to the many features and attractions in 
the Gannawarra Shire.  This of course includes  the Murrabit 
area as the place call home and the market as a major tourist 
attraction.  We thank the mayor Cr Max Fehring for his invita-
tion and look forward to being there on Wednesday 30th No-
vember. 

FIRE READY! 
The CFA are actively promoting fire safety as we approach 
the new fire season with above average fuel loads.  To this 
end, Diane James - Communications Officer from CFA Swan 
Hill , was a visitor at the monthly MAA committee meeting 
where she explained in some detail the risks and need for 
planning.  A well prepared pamphlet is available at the office. 
As well as the pamphlet, a well prepared book titled “Prepare. 
Act. Survive & Stay & Defend” is available at the MAA office.  
We were informed that our risk is a category 2 on a scale of 1-
4 

 
Hugh Webb, President 

Members of the MAA committee are Hugh Webb (President), 
Sandy Foweraker (Secretary/Treasurer), Gordon Yard, Les 
McKenzie, Narelle O‟Donoghue, Ron Cole, Stewart Mason, 
and Ken Bennett.   

Interested members of the community are encouraged to con-
sider becoming a committee member.  Application forms are 
available by contacting Jodie Hartley or Sandi Semmler in the 
office Wed and Fri 10am to 4pm. 

MURRABIT GROUP SCHOOL 

ANNUAL BOOK FAIR 

Friday 2nd DECEMBER 

(NOTE: DATE CHANGED) 

 1pm - 6pm 

Books supplied by John & Judy at 

“Swan Hill Books” 
 

Special orders can be 

placed beforehand, 

Phone Kylie 5457 0304 
 

„A book; a gift that 

gives every time you 

read‟ 

BENJEROOP HALL  

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

& FAREWELL  

 

Saturday 10th December 2011 at 6:30pm 
 

The night will also be a Farewell for residents leaving and a 
thankyou for all those who have helped in our community in 

the last eventful year.  
 
 

Meal Catered for  ~  BYO Drinks  
 

SANTA‟S COMING  

(Parents supply present to $15 value) 
 

HAMPER DOOR PRIZE 
 

SPINNING WHEEL 

Prizes include: Meat trays, Gifts & More 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME 
 

*** For Catering purposes, please contact *** 

Lindsay 5457 5233 or Natalie 54575241  

 *** By Monday 5th Dec *** 

CAROLS BY TORCHLIGHT 
 

December 18th, 2010  
@ 7:30pm at the Murrabit Hall  

 

Gold Coin Donation  
Entertainment by Allen Bowers  

Children invited to play along with Bells & Shakers  
 
 

Ladies a plate of supper please  
 

ALL WELCOME 



 

 

SCOTT MCNEIL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
 

918 Myall Road, Myall VIC  3579 

Ph. 5457 0304   

Mob. 0419 561 126 
 

Licence No.  Vic 14011   NSW 173404C 

Sat December 3rd 2011  

Geoff Evans  

TA & DL  

THOMSON PLUMBING
(Formerly Gary Napier Plumbing) 

 
Troy 0427 570 310 - Donna 0458 570 310  

  

     Licence No. VIC - 37387 

   Email: dt.thomson@hotmail.com  

BRIDGE MEMORABILIA FOR SALE 
 

Murrabit Bridge 85th Anniversary commemorative tea towels 

are available through Busy Bees for $12.  

Also available are Anniversary souvenir booklets for $8.  

MURRABIT BOOK CLUB 30 TH BIRTHDAY  
 
The Murrabit Book Club recently celebrated its 30th birth-

day. Seventeen members and ex-members enjoyed a 
delicious meal at the Tudor Tavern, Barham. 

Towards the end of 1980 a meeting was called to gauge 

interest in forming a book club with Margot Rajic as the 
chairperson. Margot was already involved in a book 

group at Lake Charm and she came to guide us through 
the procedure for forming a Club. Margot then joined our 

Club in the role of secretary and our first year of reading 

began in 1981. Another founding member was Anne Hof-
stede, who now lives on MacLeay Is. – Queensland. 

Myall already had a Book Club going but due to failing 
numbers decided to join ranks with the Murrabit Group. 

Our Club still has three founding members attending- 
Crez Walters, Carol Henry & Jeanette Coulter, with many 

others being long-term members. We also have members 

who have been with us for a short time, left and came 
back again. Hence we have only had 42 people as mem-

bers over the whole 30 years, quite an achievement we 
think. 

Our first meetings were held in the Murrabit Advance-

ment Association’s office. The decision was then made 
that it would be more comfortable for our discussions in 

someone’s home, and so we took it in turns to host the 
Book Club meetings. For many years our meetings were 

held at the Henry’s due to the birth of their twins. When 

the twins were in their later high school years we revert-
ed back to rotating around members homes. We also 

look forward to our annual dinner meeting.     
Book Club is enjoyed by all our members as it is some-

thing that we do just for our pleasure. We get to read 
books that we would not ordinarily choose for ourselves 

but quite often enjoy just the same.  

We have calculated that we have read approximately 330 
books during the life of our Club and eaten numerous 

scrumptious suppers and drank a few bottles of wine.  

HISTORY OF THE MURRABIT MARKET  
continued…. No.4 (final) 
 

One hundred STALLS! 

This occurred in 1979, so it gave the committee the confi-

dence to assume they could consider the Murrabit Market to 
be an established event in the year’s events curriculum. 

So the years passed on and on and the market grew and 
grew.  These are now 440 stall sites measured out, each 

with a permanent number plate affixed to the ground.  Some 
stallholders take more than one site. 

Local committees provide a tasty morning tea in the Hall; 
musicians perform in the Pavilion; grilled meals are provided 

in the far end; the Lions Club also provides meals from their 

caravan, and have a shelter where these can be eaten out of 
the weather.  Next to this at the end of the Hall is an enclo-

sure with tables and benches on a lawn, protected with 
shade sails. 

Sometimes there are surprise attrac-
tions- once a camel arrived and rides 

were available; (I would be quite 
happy to cross the Simpson Desert 

on one of these!).  For several mar-

kets a man with a motorbike and 
sidecar came, offering sight-seeing 

rides; sometimes there is an animal 
nursery. 

So, there is more to see and do at 
the Murrabit Market other than buy fresh fruit and vegeta-

bles, so join the throng!  
        

 Jill Sutherland 



JACK DYER 
Hay carting and General Cartage also  

Rubbish Removal  
 

Phone: 5457 2223  
Mob: 0409 568124 

WHAT’S ON…... 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    November 24 
 

25 
*Playgroup 10am 
 

26 
 

27 
*Community Fel-
lowship Service 
11am  @ Uniting 
Church 

28 29 
 

30 
 

December 1 
 

2 
*Playgroup 10am 
*MGS Book Fair 

3 

MURRABIT 
COUNTRY  
MARKET 

 

4 
*Benjeroop Mural 
session 1pm 

5 6 7 8 
 

9 
*Playgroup 10am 
 

10 
*Benjeroop 
Christmas Party 
6:30pm 

11 12 13 
*Lions Club  
Business Meeting 

14 15 
 

16 
*Playgroup 10am 

17 

MURRABIT 
COUNTRY  
MARKET 

18 
*Carols by  
Torchlight 
7:30pm 

19  
*MAA committee 
meeting 

20 
*School Concert 
*Murrabit Book 
Club 

21 
*Newsletter  
Printed 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
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Held every Thursday night at 7.30pm  
in the Murrabit Hall.  
Beginners Welcome 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

To put an article into the  
Murra-bit-a-News please have it into the MAA Office by 

Monday 19th December, 2011  
 

Information can be emailed (murrabit1@bigpond.com), 
 faxed or posted through the door.  

Community interest info is free. Advertise from $5 

MURRABIT TRADING  LTD  
For Blue Ribbon Service  

Supplying all of your  
farming, stock feed, seed, irrigation and plumbing 

needs. Hardware, work clothing and footwear.  

 Ph: 5457 2235 or 0409 405 720  
Fax: 5457 2221  

Email: murrabit@bigpond.com 



MARKET CLEAN UP ROSTER 

November - Fire Brigade 
December - Taken 
Christmas - Fire Brigade 
January - Taken 
February - Playgroup 

“Busy Bees of Murrabit” 
 

"ÕÓÙ "ÅÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÐÅÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ΤΪ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
'ÒÅÁÔ 6ÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÎ "ÉËÅ 2ÉÄÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÏ×Î ÆÏÒ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ 
ÓÔÏÐ-ÏÖÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÒËÅÔ ÓÉÔÅȢ 
 

0/05,!2 +)$ȭ3 #(2)34-!3 3(/00).' !&4%2.//. 
-/.$!9 ΧΨÔÈ  $%#%-"%2 ΩȡΩΦ-ΫȡΩΦÐÍȢ &ÒÅÅ 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÎÁÃË ÁÎÄ ÇÉÆÔ-×ÒÁÐÐÉÎÇȢ   
 

"ÕÓÙ "ÅÅÓ ÉÓ Á ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ Ï×ÎÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÏÐÅÒȤ
ÁÔÅÄ ÇÉÆÔ ÓÈÏÐ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ 
ÔÈÅ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ )ÎÃȢ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ 
#ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÈÅÌÄ ÉÔÓ ΨÔÈ !ÎÎÕÁÌ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÒÅÃÅÎÔÌÙȢ 
4ÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȡ 
 

3ÉÎÃÅ ÃÏÍÍÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ΤΡΡΧȟ ÔÈÅ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ 0ÒÏȤ
ÍÏÔÉÏÎÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ )ÎÃȢ ÈÁÓ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ΏΦΨȟΣΤΣ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌ 
ÉÎÃÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ΏΧΡȟΤΦΨ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎÁȤ
ÔÉÏÎÓȠ Á ÔÏÔÁÌ ÏÆ ΏΫΨȟΥΨΩȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ "ÕÓÙ "ÅÅÓ ÉÔÓÅÌÆ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÓ 
ÏÎÌÙ Á ÓÍÁÌÌ ÐÒÏǢÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÓÔ ÂÅÎÅǢÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÁÃÔ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÎÄÕÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÒÏȤ
ÊÅÃÔÓȢ 
 

4ÈÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÉÎ ÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÔÏ 
ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÇÒÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÒÏȤ
ÊÅÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÍÏÔÅ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȢ !ÄÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ 
ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÈÁÓ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ǢÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ 
ÙÅÁÒ ÔÏ ÅÎÁÂÌÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÒÏÌÌ-ÏÕÔ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 
ÍÏÎÔÈÓȢ 
 

#ÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȡ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÏÎÓ 0ÁÒË ÉÎ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÎ ÏǣÃÉÁÌ ÏÐÅÎȤ
ÉÎÇ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÌËÉÎÇȾÂÉËÅ ÔÒÁÃË ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȟ 
ÓÔÁÇÅ Τ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ ÔÒÁÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÂÒÏȤ
ÃÈÕÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÍÕÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒȤ
×ÁÙ ÁÔ -ÕÒÒÁÂÉÔ ÁÎÄ "ÅÎÊÅÒÏÏÐȢ 
 

/ǣÃÅ ÂÅÁÒÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ɀ +ÙÌÉÅ ,ÅÁÈÙ ɉ0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔɊȟ .ÁÒÅÌÌÅ 
/ȭ$ÏÎÏÇÈÕÅ ɉ3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȾ4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒɊȟ *ÏÄÉÅ (ÁÒÔÌÅÙ 
ɉ!ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÔ 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȾ4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒɊȢ 
  
4ÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÈÏÕÒÓ ÁÒÅ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ΣΡ ÁȢÍȢ ÔÏ Φ 

ÐȢÍȢȟ ÐÌÕÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇÓȢ  
 

#ÏÍÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÒÁÎÇÅ ÏÆ ÌÏÃÁÌÌÙ 
ÍÁÄÅ ÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȟ ÐÌÕÓ ÌÏÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÏÏÄÉÅÓ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ -ÁÒËÅÔ ÓÔÁÌÌÈÏÌÄȤ

ÅÒÓȢ !ÌÌ ÆÕÎÄÓ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÉÎÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÎÄÉÎÇ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÐÒÏȤ
ÊÅÃÔÓȢ 

MYALL NEWS...  
 

Plenty to do on the farm now with harvest in full swing. Let's hope the 
harvest is a good one for our district.  
 

Myall Hall Centenary celebrations and the Back-to Myall planned for 
Labour Weekend  March 9-12, 2012 was successfully launched with 
the Alan sARTori Exhibition. Visitors enjoyed a wonderful display of 
Alan's artworks. It was appreciated that so many of his local works 
were also included in the exhibition. Mayor Cr Max Fehring opened 
the event encouraging communities to stay connected by organising 
programs and events which bring people together.  Schoolmates 
Don, Graham and John entertained visitors on the Monday with mem-
ories of Alan's school days. More stories of bygone days will be a 
feature of Opening night at the Centenary!  
 

The "End-of-year-get-together" at Myall Hall will be held on Tues-
day 29th November over lunch -12pm on. Please bring a plate of 
food  and drink for a shared lunch.   
 

For Residents and Ex-Residents of Myall - photos are needed 
urgently for a Centenary Book -we need family photos of those 
who have called Myall home.  Names and other info required 
include dates when family settled at Myall if known. Bring to the 
Myall Hall on Tuesday 29th November or ring Marianne on 
54570291 to make other arrangements. Photos can be dropped 
off in Kerang at Ruralco attention Heather.   
 

Heritage Calendars advertising the Myall Centenary event in-
clude some wonderful photos of big events in Myall's long and 
proud history These will be available at the luncheon.  Cost is 
$15. Only a limited edition.  Proceeds towards the Centenary 
events.  

FOR SALE 
 

NEW SEASONS HAY 
Vetch Hay and Oaten Hay  
Phone Jamie Semmler ~  

0411 585 716  
Or 5457 5225 AH  

GANNAWARRA SHIRE ROAD SAFETY FORUM 
This forum will happen on Thursday 24th November 

at 6.30pm, the aim of the forum is to help plan to 

improve road safety for everyone in the community. 

This is very short notice but imput on safety issues 

would be welcome at the Gannawarra Shire Council.  

We are advised that detailed 

discussion on specific road 

sites will not be included at 

the forum.  

TWO MANGOES 
Two mangoes were brought to the broadcast point by a 
stallholder at the recent market having been left by mis-
take on that stallholders‟ stall.   It is not uncommon and 
Hugh‟s advice to the stallholder was that if advertising 
fails to find the owner and as it was perishable fruit call 
back at the finish of the market and you can have the 
fruit.  So later on Hugh gave her the 
fruit. 
Sometime after lunch Judy Webb did a 

search of the car and house saying 

“I‟m sure I bought a couple of man-

goes!!” –SORRY JUDE. 



 
 

School Buildings 
So what is happening? The final tender documents are with the 
Department of Education awaiting approval and we are expecting 
them to be here for our final check and sign off in the next week or 
two. The building project will then go to tender and, all going well, 
we could see some action on the ground around the end of the 
school year.  
 

Remembrance Day 
We were really pleased to welcome Max Molloy and 
Les Pardy to our school last Wednesday to discuss 
Remembrance Day with our students. Mr Molloy 
spoke about the significance of the Australian flag 
and entertained everyone with some of his famous 
funny animal drawings. Then last Friday our school 
participated in the Remembrance Day ceremony at the Murrabit. 
The students are given an important role in the ceremony and 
we‟re very proud of the way that they conduct themselves. 
 

Mural 
Yesterday we had the third session of the community mural project 
with Caroline Ellis. The kids have now refined their themes around 
the topic of what makes Murrabit a great place to live and have 
learnt about horizon lines, paint mixing techniques, blending, and 
some brush techniques. 

Next week they will finish off their 
draft murals on ply board before 
starting on their final copy. The mu-
ral project is funded by the Murrabit 
Promotions Committee through 
funds received from the Victorian 
Flood Recovery Fund. This is an 
exciting project which provides the 
children with a wonderful opportunity 

to pick up lots of tips and tricks from a professional artist. Their 
final works of art will be put on display in the Murrabit Lions Park 
for all to enjoy. 
 

Teddy Bears Picnic 
The playgroup visited on Friday November 4th for the annual Mur-
rabit Teddy Bears Picnic. It was a terrific morning with 25 guests 
dropping in for stories, games and morning tea! All of our kids 
brought along a teddy and a snack to share, and read stories and 
conducted games for the littlies. It‟s always a great day, see you 
there next year! 
 

Welcome 
Welcome to our newest student Jake Boreham. Jake, in grade 4, 
started with us two weeks ago and we hope that he and his family 
have a long and happy association with our school. 
 

Coles and Woolworths Rewards 
Thank you to everyone who handed in their Coles and Woolworths 
shopping dockets. We were able to use these points to purchase 
some exciting resources for all of our school.  
We have ordered some playing balls, a tennis ball, elastics, Jolly 
Phonics program (interactive whiteboard software), a large para-
chute for outside games, some gardening tools, a small write and 
wipe whiteboard, a large foam dice and a stick of „magic glue!‟  
These items will be delivered during first term next year. 
 

Arts Council 
We have a really exciting Arts Council performance this week - 
Bouncing Around. This is the new show performed by a group we 
know well and really love to see in action – The 
Leaping Loonies. 
 

Bike Ed Camp & Sleepover 
These two exciting programs for our kids were 
on last week! The year P-2 children  had a 
sleepover at school on Thursday night – well 
done Miss Pensini and Mrs Coulter! The year 3-
6 students spent Thursday morning riding from 
Murrabit to Barham (lunch) then on to Sue Hird‟s property at 
Gannawarra for an overnight camp and stacks of fun activities. 

 

 

Community Mural Projects Underway for  

Murrabit and Benjeroop. 
 

The development of the Murrabit mural is progressing with 4 sessions so 

far being held with the 31 Murrabit Group School children. Each child is 

producing a 30 x 30cm mural on 

what makes Murrabit a great 

place to live. Camping, fishing, 

market, river, wildlife, farming, 

boating, bike riding, and people 

helping each other are just some 

of the themes being worked on. 

These small murals will be com-

bined with a storyboard and put on display at the front of the Murrabit 

Lions Park. The school children are taking great pride in their work and 

are sure to be very proud of the end result.  
 

The first session to develop a Benjeroop mural was held last Sunday with 

21 community members attending. Community members will develop a 

mural at 6 or so sessions over the next couple of months. With 

ÛɗɴɽɹɴʁɾɾɿÜ ɼɴɰɽɸɽɶ Ûɼɴʁɶɸɽɶ ɾɵ ʃɷɴ ʁɸʅɴʁʂÜ, ɲɾɼɼʄɽɸʃʈ ɼɴɼɱɴʁʂ ɵɴɻʃ ɸʃ 

important to paint a map of how the rivers such as the Loddon, Little Mur-

ray and big Murray all merge together at Benjeroop. A 3.4 x 1.2 metre 

ɼʄʁɰɻ ɸʂ ɿʁɾɿɾʂɴɳ ʆɸʃɷ 10 ɾʁ ʂɾ ÛɱʄɱɱɻɴʂÜ overlaying the background illus-

trating positive aspects of the community such as the hall, community 

members working together, community support and connections, farming, 

ɴʃɲ. ɞɵ ʈɾʄ ɼɸʂʂɴɳ ʃɷɴ ɵɸʁʂʃ ʂɴʂʂɸɾɽ, ɸʃÜʂ ɽɾʃ ʃɾɾ ɻɰʃɴ ʃɾ ɶɴʃ ɸɽʅɾɻʅɴɳ. ɟʄʂʃ 

come along to the next session on Sunday 4 December at 1pm (bring 

along a snack to share and wear old clothes).  
 

The Benjeroop and Murrabit mural projects are being funded by the Mur-

rabit Promotions Committee using a grant received from the Victorian 

Flood Recovery Fund. The promotions committee has engaged Mystic 

Park artist/photographer, Caroline Ellis, to work with both communities.  
 

This art project provides community members with a fantastic opportunity 

to not only work with a professional artist but also to have a fun, social 

ʃɸɼɴ ɰɻɾɽɶ ʃɷɴ ʆɰʈ. ɮɾʄ ɳɾɽÜʃ ɷɰʅɴ ʃɾ ɱɴ ÛɰʁʃʈÜ ʃɾ ɱɴ ɸɽʅɾɻʅɴɳ ɰʂ ɘɰʁɾɻɸɽɴ 

will guide the process and provide the know-how to produce murals both 

communities will be proud to put on display for all to enjoy. 
 

For more details contact Caroline Ellis on PH: 0408 500 451 or Narelle 

ɤÜəɾɽɾɶɷʄɴ 5457 2264 

They then rode all the way back on Friday. A head wind and high 
temperatures proved a great challenge but all students showed 
great determination and resilience to complete the ride. All had 
trained really hard around the local roads for this very special Murra-
bit Group School event and Friday especially called on that training.  
 

High School Transition 
Our year 5 & 6 kids headed to Barham High for a Transition day on 
Tuesday while Orientation Day at KTHS for the year 6s is on Tues-
day December 6th. 
 

Canberra  
The district schools Canberra tour is coming up on November 28th. 
This year we have one excited traveller, Becky Archard, who will 
spend a week in the capital city with 90 other students from our local 
area. 
 

Looking Good 
Thanks to Sandi and Jamie Semmler, Steve O‟Donoghue, Lisa Ma-
her and the Hartleys (Jodie, Dale, Max and Will) for giving up their 
time to spread mulch over our gardens and new softfall under the 
playground equipment.  
 

Thought for the month: 
óReading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.ô  
Neil. 



Murrabit Senior  Citizens  

Senior Citizens meet  
fortnightly from 1:30pm at the 

Murrabit Public Hall.  
Christmas Break -up ~ Wed 8th  

 
 

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME  
Secretary: D Monk 5457 2215  

CR & CA Thompson  

Fencing Contractors  
 

Specialising in all types of farm 

fencing.  

Phone Colin & Cathy for enquiries.  

(03) 5457 -2225  

0407 -865 -276 or 0427 -683 -428  

Advertisement 
 

PETER WALSH MLA 
YOUR STATE MEMBER OF 

 PARLIAMENT 
REPRESENTING SWAN HILL 

ELECTORATE 
274 Campbell Street 
SWAN HILL   3585 

 

Phone 5032 3154 
Fax   5032 9483 

 

Please feel free to contact my office if I can be of help 
with matters concerning the State Government or any 
of its departments. 

Authorised by Peter Walsh, 274 Campbell Street, Swan Hill 3585 

 

aǳǊǊŀōƛǘ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ DǊƻǳǇ 
 

The heritage group has finished meeting for the year.  
Meetings will resume in February 2012. 

 

As always there is lots happening and lots planned for next 
year. 
 

The first activity for 2012 will be to unveil new 
signage at Miss Keats Park (near the bridge) 
on Australia Day 2012. A new entrance sign 
will be erected as well as a plaque to com-
memorate Miss Margaret Keats as a signifi-
cant Australian woman. This will be done in 
conjunction with the Lions Club Australia Day 
breakfast. 
 

Flood Project: The heritage group has suc-
cessfully applied for $5,000 through the Victo-
rian Flood Recovery Fund to develop a book and DVD to cap-
ture stories, photographs, paper clippings, television items, 
local stories, and any other information on the floods. Infor-
mation around the community response and support, water 
levels, maps, and family stories about previous floods, etc. are 
also important to capture. For those who would rather tell than 
write, please let us know and we can come to you.  
 

Any information can be dropped into Jodie in the MAA office or 
Narelle‟s email address can be used to forward digital photos, 
stories, etc. email: burrpark@bigpond.com. 

 

Further information available by phoning Secretary Narelle 
O‟Donoghue on 5457 2264 AH, or President Dick Walters 5457 
2287. 

.ŜƴƧŜǊƻƻǇ ς aȅŀƭƭ ς aǳǊǊŀōƛǘ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ 

 

Next Meeting: Monday 5 December 2011 at the MAA office 
commencing at 7:30pm. Everyone is most welcome to at-

tend. 
 

This will be the last meeting for the year. No meeting will be 
held in January. 
 

Community members are encouraged to put themselves forward 
to be involved in the community planning group as the more 
heads around the table, the greater the discussion and sharing of 
ideas and the more that can be achieved.  
 

For further information, phone Chairperson Jeannette Coulter 
5457 2331 (AH), Secretary Narelle OõDonoghue 5457 2264 
(AH), or Councilõs Community Development Officer, Stuart 
Patterson at the Shire on 5450 9333. 

 

Big Weekend at Murrabit  

 

A spectacular fireworks display lit up the sky over Murrabit on 
Friday 4 November providing a fitting end to a family fun night 
hosted by eight Murrabit community groups. 
 

The event was part of the 
district’s flood recovery effort 
and attracted around 400 
people to the town’s recrea-
tion reserve. The Cohuna 
Apex train and a giant slide 
entertained the children 
along with glowsticks, face-
painting and soft-serve ice-
creams. 
 

Funding to support the event 
was received by the Murrabit Special Projects Committee 
through the state government’s flood recovery fund. 
 

The mild evening was perfect for the large and impressive 
fireworks display put on by Fireworks Victoria. 
 

Saturday morning at dawn the town again came to life as over 
200 stallholders presented their wares to a crowd conserva-
tively estimated at 7,000 people attending the monthly Murra-
bit Market. 
 

“There was an exciting buzz around the market site,” said 
market coordinator, Jodie Hartley. “The market was full to the 
brim not only with stallholders but market patrons as well. You 
could just feel the atmosphere.” 

 

This marked the 34th an-
niversary since the first 
market held in November 
1977. Mayor, Max 
Fehring, attended to help 
celebrate the occasion 
with market patrons en-
couraged to join the band 

in singing happy birthday. 
 

 “Our small community is very proud of the success of the 
market,” said Mrs Hartley. “We were honored to have the 
mayor speak so highly of our event and to congratulate all the 
volunteers involved in ensuring its success over the years.” 
 

The next market is on December 3 followed by a special 
Christmas Market on December 17. 



MURRABIT MIXTURES  

COOKBOOK 
 

It’s nearly time to get started on some 
Christmas Cookery...Here’s a couple of reci-
pes from the “Murrabit Mixtures CookBook” 
to help you get inspired !! 

Available Now, for just $14 at ôBusy Beesõ 
 
MELT & MIX CHRISTMAS CAKE 
 
1.5kg Mixed Fruit 
1/2 Cup Sherry, Rum or Brandy 
1 Green Apple 
1Tbspn Honey or Golden Syrup 
1 Firm Cup Brown Sugar 
8oz Butter 
1 1/2 Cups Plain Flour 
1/2 Cup SR Flour 
4 Eggs 
1 tspn Mixed Spice 
2 Tbspn extra Sherry, Rum or Brandy 
 
Place fruit in large basin, add sherry, peeled 
and coarsely grated apple, golden syrup, 
sugar and eggs.  Mix well with wooden 
spoon, break up any lumps.  Add cooled 
melted butter and sifted flours and spice.  
Mix well. 
Place in deep 23cm cake tin lined with 3 lay-
ers of paper.  Bake in slow oven 150degC for 
3 hours and test with 
skewer.   Cover tightly 
with foil.   Leave until 
cold, then wrap cake 
tightly in plastic food 
wrap. Store wrapped in 
more foil in cool dark 
place.  Will keep for 3 months. 
   Melva Lane (nee Fletcher) 
 
 
CHRISTMAS SPONGE 
 
Separate 4 eggs.  Beat whites until stiff, add 
3/4 cup sugar, beat, add yolks and beat 
again. 
Sift three times and fold in: 1 cup custard 
powder, 1 tspn Cream of Tartar, 1/2 tspn bi-
carb soda. 
Place in loarge sponge tins. 
Bake at 190degC for 25mins. 
  Sybil Whittaker (nee Vistarini) 
 

 

MYALL IS WHERE?........... on the Murray, a very pleasant 

bike ride from Echuca en route to Swan Hill. 
 

The denizens have lavished their effort on pulling the local 

Hall out of obscurity and refurbished it, repaired it, had 

wall hanger paintings commissioned and installed above 

the stage; a painting of the Myall Village Settlement also 

painted on weather-proof material and attached to the 

outside of the hall to be seen from the road.  

Local history items and the famous DRY RIVER BED MU-

RAL are displayed in the nearby HERITAGE CENTRE, the 

old church building brought to Myall village by steam en-

gine from Teal Point in 1937. 

As a part of the òHome Is Where the Hall Isó Vic Arts Pro-

ject, a two day art exhibition was held, with wonderful oil 

and water paintings by a well-known local artist, Alan Sar-

tori!  

The Mayor of Gannawarra Shire, Cr Max Fehring, opened 

the exhibition at 3pm on the Sunday.  The Gannawarra 

Shire library services teamed with Myall community to 

stage the event.  A good crowd included visitors from 

Northaven and Murray Haven on the Monday, when a sto-

rytelling session took place which uncovered interesting 

recollections of the boy who grew up to pursue his pas-

sion for art.  Childrenõs artwork was also on display and 

prizes have been awarded for winning entries, which are 

on display at the John Gorton Library. 

The sARTori EXHIBITION has been planned as a prelude to 

the MYALL HALL CENTENARY AND BACK ðTO-MYALL, 

which is to be held on Vic Labour Day Weekend March 9-

12 2012. 

In 1912 when the Hall was opened at the Myall, the place 

was easier to find with a school, grocery stores, a butchers 

and bakery and a post office where the local families con-

gregated to catch up on the news and collect the mail.  

Such was life before the coming of the railways and the 

closer settlement scheme to the new town of Murrabit 

nearby. 

   Jill Sutherland and Marianne Cockroft 

JOHN MULHALL 
 

I received a letter from Betty Scanlan ( Mulhall ) telling 
me that John Mulhall passed away last week. Her sis-
ter Pat died in April.  
 

John attended the Murrabit Primary School and 
worked at the Murrabit Packing Shed mainly as a box 
maker in the days when citrus was packed into wood-
en boxes not cardboard.  He was always trying to 
achieve a higher and higher tally per day. 
 

His interest was rifle shooting and hunting rabbits. 
 

John lived with his parents in the original house on the 
corner of the Murrabit / Koondrook road and Dunbar 
Road. The family moved south and John and his father 
Jack became involved in the building industry. 
                                                                                       
                              Dick Walters 



ANDREW LEAHY EARTHMOVING  
 

  Specialising in  
Irrigation layout also Ploughing,  

Smudging & Ripping  
 

Ph. Andrew 54 57 2368 or  
Mob: 0408 500 875 

OR Ryan 0439 362 466 

Community Fellowship Service  
At the Murrabit Uniting Church  

 

Next  Service  will be held 27th November  
commencing at 11.30am  

 

~ALL WELCOME~ 

Leonaõs Cleaning Service 
 

Specialising in:  
~ House Cleaning  
~ Office Cleaning~  
~Shop Cleaning ~  
~ Gardening ~  

 

Please give me a call for all your odd 
jobs ~ No job too small  

 

Phone Leona  
Home: 5457 2381  

Mob: 0409 737 556  

MURRABIT TAVERN  

òKARAOKEó 
2 Course Buffet Dinner  

$25 per head Adult  

$10 per head Children  

òNEW YEARS EVEó 
December 31st 7:30pm  

Bookings necessary for  

Catering purposes  

Phone: 03 5457 2204  

 

CFA's Home Bushfire Advice Service offers personalised, 

tailored advice delivered at your property by trained Fire Safe-

ty Officers. 

FIND OUT 

¶ Your level of bushfire risk 

¶ Fire hazards on your property and how to manage them 

How to develop a Bushfire Survival Plan so you family knows 
what to do on high risk fire days. 
 
RECEIVE 

One-on-one individual advice about: 

¶ Property maintenance to help lower your bushfire risk 

¶ Property access 

¶ Improving defendable space 

¶ Vegetation management 

¶ Water supply requirements 

¶ Your personal capacity to cope with 

fire. 

You'll also receive a confidential written 

report and peace of mind knowing how to 

make your home Fire Ready. 

This service is free and offered year round. 

Appointments take approximately one hour, depending on 

your requirements. 

Call the Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 

667 

Who has Walked the Walking Track?  
This is a very pleasant experience! 

The new track starts at the School and passes 

through the town, to join up at Edgar Lane where 

sand has been laid from Edgar Lane to the under-

pass of our Bridge, as the first stage. 

Near the bridge, the track climbs the railway em-

bankment where it continues to the channel.  Pleas-

ant native trees have been planted there and it is 

very pretty. 

One then crosses the road and follows along under 

huge gumtrees to a cleared space on the riverbank 

where a table and bench seats have been built. 

Try it yourself! 

      Jill Sutherland 


